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Meeting Appeals to Third World on Communication 


MB3010142189 Johannesburg THE CITIZEN 
in English 30 Oct 89 p 8 


[Text] Harare—-A meeting on communication of non- 
governmental organisations ended in Harare yesterday 
with an appeal to developing countries to implement all 
resolutions and recommendations on the New Interna- 
tional Information and Communication Order [NIICO] 
the national news agency ZIANA reports. 


Third World countries should give higher priority to 
information and communication in their national devel- 
opment programmes, said the meeting. 


It also recommended that: 

—Existing regional and sub-regional Third World media 
Organisations such as PANA, BONAC, NANAP, 
OANA, URTNA, FANA, IPS and others that had 
partially succeeded as vehicles in the exchange of 
information among Third World countries, should be 
strengthened and be given adequate financial support. 
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—A comprehensive study should be conducted urgently 
into the problems which hinder the exchange of infor- 
mation among Third World news media. 

—Third World countries without news agencies, should 
be assisted to establish them. Likewise liberation 
movements should also be assisted to start their own 
agencies. 

—Considering the huge financial resources which Third 
World news media spend on telecommunications, 
telecom tariffs should be substantially reduced to 
encourage greater flow of information. 

—Third World countries should develop their own 
appropriate communication technologies. 

—There should be more use of communication training 
institutions in the South where prevailing conditions 
are more conducive for relevant training than in the 
North; and 

—The South should establish a centre where research 
into information, appropriate communication tech- 
nology, the role of women and children in communi- 
cation and such other related issues, will be carried 
out. 


* Nigerian Doctors To Be Sent to Angola 


34000143a Lagos THE GUARDIAN in English 
10 Oct 89 p 2 


[Text] Plans are underway for Nigeria and Angola to sign 
an agreement On cooperation in medial field which will 
allow the Southern African nation to benefit from the 
services of Nigeria medical practitioners. 


Angola Health Minister Dr Flavio Fernandes who is 
visiting Nigeria to brief President Ibrahim Babangida on 
latest developments in the Angolan civil war, told 
reporters in Lagos yesterday that his country needed the 
services of Nigerian medical practitioners. 


He said his country needed Nigerian specialists in ana- 
esthesia, gynecology and that he held talks with officials 
of the Nigerian Health Ministry of the need for Nigerian 
medical practitioners. 


He said a draft agreement on cooperation in medical 
fields between Nigeria and Angola “was ready awaiting 
signatures by both countries”. 


Earlier, Fernandes had delivered a special message from 
Angolan President Jose Eduardodos Santos to President 
Ibrahim Babangida in Dodan Barracks. 


Gen Babangida reaffirmed Nigeria’s commitment to 
peace in Angola promising that the Federal Government 
would support the latest effort to end that country’s 
14-year-long civil war. 


Remarking that African nations could solve the Angolan 
crisis without external interference, Gen Babangida said 
Nigeria would continue to use its influence to search for 
peace in Angola. 


Fernandes told the President that his country would 
continue to rely on Nigeria’s assistance in ensuring that 
the Angola peace plan agreed on in Gbadolite, Zaire, was 
not destroyed by “neo-colonialist forces”, whom, he said 
were now encouraging the rebel National Union for the 
Total Independence of Angola (UNITA) leader Jonas 
Savimbi, to renege on the agreement. 


* Deforestation, Alternative Means Discussed 


90EF0034A Ouagadougou REFLETS SAHELIENS 
(No 7) in French Jan 89 pp 3, 5 


{Article by Cherif Elvalide Seye: “The Sahel Steps on the 
Gas”; first two paragraphs are editor's lead] 


[Text] To rescue the forests of the Sahel that are going up 
in smoke to supply household energy needs, the ICDCS 
(Permanent Interstate Committee for Drought Control 
in the Sahel) began a regional program in January 1989 
to promote the use of butane gas as a substitute fuel for 
charcoal and firewood. 


The goal is to triple between now and 1995 the consump- 
tion of gas in the Sahel. Financing of the program, 2.9 


INTER-AFRICAN AFFAIRS 


FBIS-AFR-89-220-S 
16 November 1989 


billion CFA francs, was granted by the European Com- 
munity Commission. With this program, the ICDCS is 
Stepping On the gas in its war on deforestation. 


A regional program to promote the use of butane gas as 
a substitute fuel for charcoal and firewood began in 
January 1989 in the Sahel. The program is the ICDCS’s 
answer to the serious issue of the growing demand for 
wood for household energy. 


Wood fuels provide over 90 percent of the household 
energy consumed in the Sahel. In rural areas firewood is 
virtually the only source of household energy, while in 
the cities it 1s supplanted by charcoal in Senegal, Guinea- 
Bissau, and Mauritania. In the other countries of the 
Sahel—Burkina, Chad, Mali, Gambia, and Niger— 
firewood still predominates. 


Total annual consumption of wood fuel in ICDCS- 
member countries is estimated at | 1 million metric tons 
of firewood and 360,000 metric tons of charcoal, or a 
total of 13 million tons of wood accounting for 75 
percent of primary energy supplies. 


Though national lumber production satisfies demand in 
four ICDCS countries, Cape Verde, The Gambia, 
Guinea-Bissau, and Chad, in the five others—Burkina, 
Mali, Mauritania, Niger, and Senegal—demand substan- 
tially outstrips what can be produced naturally. Demand 
is thus met at the expense of the forests. 


That is why Sahelian countries undertook reforestation 
to boost forest productivity. But it quickly became 
apparent that the areas planted, from 2,000 to 15,000 
hectares per year and per country, were not large enough 
to play a significant role in supply. 


Since reforestation could not fill the gap and limit the 
damage to national forest resources, the ICDCS turned 
to reducing demand. The “improved hearths” program 
was initiated for that purpose. Research conducted in the 
different countries was used to develop more efficient 
hearths that cut the energy losses of traditional cooking 
fires by 30 percent. 


Carbonization processes were also improved. But pro- 
jections show that even if 100 percent of households 
adopted the improved hearths, supply and demand of 
wood would not be balanced. Cutting of wood is 
increasing too rapidly as a result of demographic growth 
and urbanization. Sahelians, who numbered 39 million 
in 1986, will be 50 million strong in 1995. Urban 
population will account for 29 percent. 


Alternative 


The Sahel thus needs an alternative, or rather comple- 
mentary, solution. There is hardly any other energy 
available locally. Solar energy is still experimental and 
does not seem promising for cooking. Nor does the Sahel 
have hydrocarbons, except for a small deposit in Senegal 
and a few hopes in Chad. But for a very tiny quantity in 
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Niger, coal is nonexistent. The profitability and adapt- 
ability to cooking of the peat available in Senegal must 
still be proved and peanut-shell bricks, because of trans- 
portation costs and competition from the oil refineries 
that use them, cannot be decisively recommended either. 


It thus appeared that the only substitute fuels that could 
be considered were kerosene and butane. The first had to 
be ruled out after initial trials. It proved ill-suited to the 
habits of housewives. It was judged weak and easily 
extinguished by the wind, the storage containers too 
small, and its smell and smoke obnoxious. 


That leaves butane as the only contender. Despite its 
higher price, it is preferred by consumers. It is a clean, 
odorless fuel. Its easily adjustable flame and greater 
medium-term availablility on the international market 
are other selling points. 


The Sahel thus opted for gas. It will only be promoted, 
however, in urban areas. There is no fuel problem in the 
country as yet. Deadwood is still adequate to meet needs. 
The deforestation that is deplored is the work of com- 
mercial operators who supply urban centers. 


Substituting gas for charcoal and firewood will not come 
about on its own. Present levels of consumption, more- 
over, give some idea of the hurdles to be overcome. In 
1987, only 233,000 households were equipped with gas, 
or 22 percent of urban households. And the majority 
used gas as a supplementary fuel to prepare tea or small 
meals. Total consumption of gas was 28,500 metric tons, 
but with enormous disparities between countries: 150 
metric tons in Chad compared to 16,000 metric tons in 
Senegal. 


The rarety of gas is due first of all to its uncompetitive 
price. A kilo of gas costs | 20 francs in Senegal compared 
to 640 francs in Chad. This ratio should be compared to 
that of the rate of gas use in the two countries. Indeed, 
while gas prices suffer from transport costs, an import 
monopoly, taxes in some cases, and weak demand, the 
price of wood is effectively subsidized. It does not reflect 
the cost of reforestation, felling taxes are ridiculously 
low, and informal, and even clandestine, production and 
distribution networks are not easily controlled by the 
state. 


The initial investment cost for converting to gas puts it 
out of reach of low-income households. Equipment costs 
for a 3- or 6-kilo unit range between 9,000 francs in 
Senegal and 34,000 in Chad. That is, a third of the 
monthly salary of an average Senegalese Government 
employee and three times the monthly salary of his 
Chadian counterpart. 
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The particular nature of Sahelian cuisine is another 
constraint. Cooking is generally done outdoors in large. 
round cooking pots. Moreover, cooking times are long. 
Fires that meet these requirements must, therefore, be 
roaring, stable, and sheltered from the wind. 


Finally, there are psychological and sociological factors: 
fear of gas and the weight of age-old habits in cooking 
techniques. 


Tripling Consumption 


Obstacles to converting urban households to gas are 
naturally where the regional program must bend its 
efforts. Its goal is to succeed in tripling the consu:nption 
of gas in the Sahel, slated to climb from ~6,000 metric 
tons in 1988 to 96,000 metric tons in 1995. This jump in 
gas consumption will save about 116,000 metric tons of 
charcoal and 28,000 tons of wood, or 1 10,000 hectares of 
forest of average productivity. 


The program will extend from 1989 to 1991. The 
financing granted by the European Community Com- 
mission totals 8,260 million ecus, or about 2.9 billion 
CFA francs. 


In the nine member-countries of the ICDCS, national 
energy Or gas Committees made up of the state and of 
gas-industry people will determine more specifically the 
Steps to be taken. On a regional level, the program 
piloted by the ICDCS contains joint measures: 
improving the competitiveness of gas by creating a gas 
fund to subsidize the purchase price, tax sheltering of 
investments in gas products, and an increase in forest 
fees to boost the selling price of charcoal and wood. 


There are also measures aimed at improving gas supply 
by adapting pot stands and expanding distribution net- 
works. The deterrent of initial set-up costs has not been 
overlooked. Study of a credit system for government 
workers based on wage deductions and the provision of 
material to craftsmen for building stands are under 
consideration. 


Finally, an energetic educational campaign featuring 
films, televised spots, radio and television programs, and 
newspaper articles will encourage consumption while 
providing vital safety tips. 


This program was approved at the beginning of 
November in Ouagadougou by a meeting of energy 
directors and representatives of women’s organizations 
from ICDCS member countries. It was drafted by the 
European Community Commission and the ICDCS as 
part of the regionai antidesertification program adopted 
in October 1986 in Praia in Cape Verde, at a meeting of 
national directors of the European Development Fund, 
the Commission, and the ICDCS. Gas in the Sahel has, 
therefore, been given the green light. 


Cameroon 


* Cameroon Bank, Development Bank Liquidated 


3400004 1a Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in English 5 Sep 89 p 2 


[Text] For quite some time Cameroon as a nation has 
become aware of the progressive deterioration of her 
banking sector. The only panacea that would not only 
solve but cure the national economic malaise was either 
to restructure the non-profit making parastatals to 
enhance high productivity or to liquidate those that 
could not be revived again completely. 


The restructuring exercise, in line with the Structural 
Adjustment Programme, SAP, started a few months ago 
with the Societe Camerounaise de Banque. 


The sword of Damocles hay. now swung to the necks of 
Cameroon Bank and the |\Cameroon Development Bank 
which have failed to show signs that they can be revived. 


In a cabinet meeting held lact Thursday, the President of 
the Republic, Paul Biya broke the ice. Following the 
meeting, he announced the long awaited news of the 
closure and the eventual liquidation of Cameroon Bank 
and Cameroon Development Bank. 


These are banks which have experienced some difficul- 
ties for quite some time. The banks could no longer 
guarantee solvability and financial security. There were 
frequent shortages of liquidity and customers had to go 
for long without salaries. To that effect, a liquidator 
under the authority of a liquidation con. ..:ittee would be 
appointed. Salaries for the month of August would be 
paid regularly to the personnel of the public service in 
some prescribed banks in the provinces. 


A progressive policy of indemnification of the 
retrenched employees will be worked out and paid. 


From this restructuring exercise, thousands of workers 
will be thrown into the job market. Their dependants too 
will suffer and the number of the unemployed will be 
swelled. To ease the burden of the retrenched employees 
of the two banks, CFA 3,000 million has been set aside to 
pay their pensions and gratituities. (also see our reports 
on pages 4 &). 


* Austerity Measures Planned for Marketing Board 


3400004 1b Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in English 8 Sep 89 p 3 


{Article by Kongor Ernest Yinkiu: “Recovery Measures 
Hit NPMB”; first paragraph introductory note] 


[Text] The onward march of our government to cleanse 
our economic arena of its malaise is getting into full gear. 
Yesterday S.C.B., CAMBANK and BCD fell like wheat 
beneath the scythe, today NPMB [National Produce 
Marketing Board] has absorbed the pill to help it flush 
Out its economic stench. 
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Words have actually been converted into action, fol- 
lowing President Paul Biya’s instructions given out 
during the recent Cabinet meeting. 


It would be recalled that the Head of State was resolved 
to continue with the restructuring process of our banking 
sector, with the aim of rendering it performant and 
lucrative. 


The NPMB could not have been left out, when one 
realises that this organ is responsible for the purchase, 
and marketing of our produce. 


Consequently, with the stagnating, and final drop in 
world market prices of these vital raw materials, NPMB 
had to feel the shock, which also affected the farmers. 


The drop in prices of cocoa for instance is due to 
over-production that has inundated the world market. 
resulting in stock piling of reserves estimated at 800,000 
tonnes. 


The resultant effect of this, has been the creation of a 
financial hole within the NPMB, put at CFA30,000 
million, as of last financial year. 


In a bid to ward off this, energetic and courageous 
measures have been taken to put an end to this drainage. 


The Measures 


Taking the bull by the horns, the board of Governors of 
NPMB, meeting last Friday, September | in Douala, 
under the Presidency of the board’s director Mr Luc 
Ayang, decided on thinning down expenditure by 
CFA4,000 million. 


It was further stipulated that NPMB will focus on its 
essertial auties which consist of: 


* The stabilisation of produce prices, 
¢ Exportation of produce, 
¢ Quality control before exportation. 


As Structural Adjustment measures the board agreed and 
adopted the following decisions: 


¢ Reduce the number of directorates to three, 

¢ Reduce the posts of directors and those ranking as 
such from 12 to 5, 

¢ Reduce posts of service heads from 39 to 22, 

¢ Reduce posts of assistant service heads from 40 to 24, 

¢ Suppression of seven of the eleven branches of the 
NPMB. 


All National Produce Marketing Board branches in the 
North West and South West Provinces have been main- 
tained. 


In all, the measures so far carried out, will reduce 
running cost by about 40 percent. 
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* National investment Head Defends Privatization 


3400004 lc Yaounde CAMEROON TRIBUNE 
in English 19 Sep &9 pp 12-13 


{interview with Simon Ngann Yonn, General Manager 
of National Investment Corporation by Ebokem- 
Fomenky; first paragraph comment by Mr Simon Ngann 
Yonn} 


[Text] “Our decision to sell Government Shares in state 
corporations is in no way a desertion. Right from the 
creation of the SNI [National Investment Company], the 
aspect of privatizing its firms was clearly stated.” 


President Paul Biya had announced it about a year ago. 
But until last week, government's decision to sell all its 
shares in some of its 75 parastatals was still like a normal 
rumour to the general public. Yet, the decision to do so 
is already taken; and, the National Investment Corpora- 
tion (SNI) will, in the coming weeks proceed with the 
selling of government shares in some of its several 
companies, Mr. Simon Ngann Yonn, General Manager 
of the SNI told a news conference in Younde last Friday. 


Mr. Ngann Yonn who would not release the names of the 
companies to be sold, stated that the main issue was not 
the publication of such a list because, not only is the list 
likely to increase or decrease, but the main possible 
buyers could, and, indeed, have already stated con- 
tacting the SNI to express their willingness to do so. 


He refuted possible criticism that the decision to sell its 
share was an elegant way by the SNI to desert badly 
planned and, consequently, unprofitable parastatals. 


He said that, in fact, the sell of state shares in the SNI 
sponsored companies is clearly stated in the main texts 
of the Investment Corporation. At independence, he 
explained, the Cameroon private sector was not well 
equipped in terms of managerial know-how and finan- 
cial resources to create and run productive industries 
which called for serious investment. 


In playing that role by creating an industrial sector for 
the national economy, the SNI in no way, was meant to 
be an instrument of state capitalism in Cameroon, Mr. 
Ngann added. “When the SNI was created,” he 
explained, “it was given a definite task: create industries 
that would foster the socio-economic development of 
Cameroon. Once these industries are viable, the SNI had 
to sell its own shares to the private sector. 


The SNI has some 75 firms on its portfolio and it is not 
easy to know which firms are to be sold because, the 
criteria of financial viability and/or good management 
are not the main determinant for the decision to sell. 
Neither do they have to influence the selling price: given 
that because of their social or strategic importance, some 
firms that are not faring well could still be maintained by 
the State. 


Similarly, there are no general conditions for the sale 
because each company has its own characteristics. “It 
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will be a case-by-case matter of determining when, how, 
and, for how much, any of the companies concerned 1s 
going to be sold, Mr. Ngann Yonn stressed. 


Excerpts: 


{CAMEROON TRIBUNE] Mr. GM. your introductory 
declaration as it were, states in general terms the impor- 
tance public opinion attaches to this issue of privatiza- 
tion of parastatals. But could you be more precise so as to 
let us know why this operation is taking place at this 
particular moment of our economic evolution? 


{[Ngann Yonn] Probably | stated that rather quickly. 
Right from the inception of the National Investment 
Corporation (SNI) in 1964, the aspect of privatizing its 
firms was clearly stated. I said the ideas was for us to 
create firms which were later on to be owned and run by 
nationals as soon as they grow into full-fledged opera- 
tions. Today, the process has to be accelerated because 
the state has got to become more involved in firms that 
have a much more public character, and which tend to 
satisfy much more public interest. 


It does not in any way indicate a fundamental change in 
Cameroon economic options. Every country at one time 
or the other tends to differentiate o~ separate its public 
economic sector from the private one. Jusi as an 
example, in certain states of the United States, some fire 
departments are run by private firms. And of late in 
France, people have even been talking of prisons run by 
private companies. In reality there is no country in 
which there exist a static universally accepted line 
between the private and public sectors. I think that, not 
only was this transfer initially provided for but, our 
present economic situation makes the transfer rather 
timely. 


[CAMEROON TRIBUNE] Excuse me, Mr. G.M., for 
insisting on the timeliness of the privatization opera- 
tions by the SNI. How would you answer a critic who 
sees it as an elegant way of doing away [with] those 
public enterprises which have been unprofitable. 


{[Ngann Yonn] As far as the SNI is concerned, we 
wouldn't say so because we intend to engage in the 
creation of new production units. Thus, it is only a way 
of recycling our capital and of investing our capital and 
of investing in those areas or industries which are 
sometimes expensive and “unprofitable” in their initial 
phases. 


I would like to let your know that most of our investments 
are in the agro-industrial or in the purely agricultural 
area. These are not very highly profitable areas in the 
short run. It is difficult to imagine that an individual 
businessman interested in the cultivation of rubber finds 
it interesting waiting for five years to see his first drop of 
latex fall! In such a domain it is thought that the state 


could substitute private initiative to launch the opera- 
tions Or activities. It 1s altogether a normal process. It is 
iN NO way a desertion. 


[CAMEROON TRIBUNE] Surely the privatization 
measure will not affect all the companies in the portfolio 
of the SNI. So, one might want to know the criteria you 
have used in drawing up your privatization list. Does the 
list consist of those firms which are in totally bad shape 
or you intend to privatise even those that are also doing 
well? 


[Ngann Yonn] I would frankly tell you that | am not all 
that qualified to give you the criteria used. But you 
remember that a special commission was set up by 
government to see into the rehabilitation of state corpo- 
rations. It is the commission which is still at work, 
which, from a certain number of criteria determines 
which state corporation is to be sold, which ones are to 
be restructured and which ones would remain com- 
pletely under state control. 


The privatization decision will not depend mostly on the 
financial results of the companies concerned. 


[CAMEROON TRIBUNE] We know that Cameroonian 
businessmen have the know-how to run the companies to 
be privatized. But, given the present bad shape of our 
banking sector, will they be able to buy? Or, it does not 
matter if everything is bought over by foreigners... 


[Ngann Yonn] When we began our studies on the priva- 
tization phase of our companies, in fact the problem of 
financial resources was raised. But it would be recog- 
nized that Cameroon as a country has an established and 
a serious private saving. I believe Cameroonians are 
capable of mobilizing enough financial resources to buy 
our companies even if the banks are not as flourishing as 
one would have loved them to be. 


By our calculations, a little push from outside, private 
national savings should be capable of clearing our port- 
folio. 


[CAMEROON TRIBUNE] Does the creation of national 
financial market not occur to you to be the main condi- 
tion for the success of this operation? 


{[Ngann Yonn] Perhaps not the main condition. But 
surely it would have made the operation much more 
efficient. 


You know, a financial market has two phases: the first 
phase is to invest and to wait for the results of the 
investment which is a dividend; but there is also the 
possibility of selling shares constitute a secondary 
market. That should normally urge people to invest more 
and more—knowing that beside making profits from 
their shares, they also have the possibility of selling those 
shares at any time they might want to do so or if they 
simply need money. 


[CAMEROON TRIBUNE] At the SNI you should by 
now have a clear idea on how the selling of shares will be 
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carried out. Can we have an idea on the number of shares 
per company? What proportion of the shares do you 
think would be bought by Cameroonians? Besides. which 
are the companies to be privatized” 


{[Ngann Yonn] A privatization operation of this nature 
begins with the decision. And, at this level, it is not 
possible to publish a list, which, in any case, is not 
complete. Once this is done, we, at the SNI will under- 
take a preliminary study of the companies and will make 
an appraisal which will take into consideration not only 
assets of the company concerned but also its ability to 
generate profit. Then before launching the operation 
proper, we have to determine the real value of the 
company. 


This value ts purely indicative because, as you know, the 
motivations of the buyers are not necessarily the same as 
those of the seller. In fact, there could be a large gap in 
between the two motivations. To begin with, at the level 
of the valuation, all the experts agree that different 
methods of valuation usually come up with different 
values. It's only when negotiating the sale that the »uyer 
proposes a price, takii.g into consideration his personal 
needs and objectives. 


We have had companies whose shares were valued at 
CFA10,000 but for which we had offers ranging between 
CFA15,000 and 17,000. This is because the assets of a 
company do not represent by themselves the value of the 
company. The company’s potential to operate profit 1s 
also important. 


[CAMEROON TRIBUNE] Apart from the economic 
role they play, some companies on the SNI portfolio 
fulfil a very important social function. | am thinking of 
the several agro-industrial complexed you have. Once 
they are privatized, would these companies be expected 
to continue to play the same roles? Or did you foresee the 
possibility of a statement of obligations. 


[Ngann Yonn] That question falls mainly within the 
competence of the ministry which has tutelary powers 
over the SNI because it has the powers of defining 
objectives whereas, the SNI 1s much more functional by 
its very nature. 


It is true, our companies play a role in the social 
development of the state. When you take towns like 
Nkoteng (SOSUCAM, Cs.MSUCO), Nyete (Hevecam), 
you notice that it is the company that forms the heart of 
the town; which 1s normal. For sure, that should remain 
within reasonable proportions, because the company 
should be concerned essentially with productivity, oth- 
erwise its resources would be used up in social projects to 
the detriment of profitability. 


Today, with the advent of performance contracts, those 
aspects of the firms would be better defined so that our 
companies could know -vhich of their activities are 
purely productive and which are more or less social in 
character. Within the companies that will remain on the 
State's portfolio, this precision is already being done. For 
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companies to be sold, it 1s natural that once they are sold. 
economic considerations would dominate and over- 
shadow social ones. 


If te State decided to accord certain advantages to the 
sold firms, then it cou'd require them to undertake 
certain social pruyccts in exchange: and, in such cases, 
there would be a real need for a statement of obligations. 


[CAMEROON TRIBUNE] When does the operation 
really begin? 


{Ngann Yorn] I think it has begun. We are in it already. 


(The original text of interview was in French) 


Mozambique 


* Muslim Leaders Hold Conference in Maputo 
9O0EF0023D Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
22 Sep 89 p 3 


{Text} The representative of the Africa Muslims Agency. 
Sheikh El-Sadding Omar, said yesterday in Maputo that 
the economic and socia! problems facing many countries 
and the climate of tension characterizing international 
relations are the direct result of the wars and disputes 
existing in today’s world. He made that statement in a 
speech delivered to the Second Conference of Mozam- 
bique Imams and Preachers, which ended yesterday in 
the capital. 


The meeting, which was attended by representatives of 
the Department of Nongovernmental Organizations of 
the Ministry of Cooperation and the Department of 
Religious Affairs of the Ministry of Justice as well as by 
members of the Muslim community in Mozambique, 
marked the start of a retraining course for the imams 
(who are a kind of priest) and preachers of that religion. 


After mentioning the economic and social problems. 
particularly in the health field, which many people are 
facing as a result of ihe wars and power struggles going 
on in the world, Sheikh El-Sadding urged people to help 
each other, pointing out that that solidarity mus: start 
with a stable society and spread to the peoples of the 
whole world. 


He also expressed his conviction that his religion had a 
complete and correct solution to all those problems 
through the granting of aid to the needy, particularly in 
the social area, so that self-sufficiency and tranquillity 
can be achieved in the world. 


While discussing that issue, the religious leader said that 
correct implementation of those teachings was the only 
solution enabling the individual to live in peace and 
health, safe from such sexually transmitted diseases as 
AIDS. 


For his part, the official in charge of the Africa Muslims 
Agency's administrative services, Hassanegy Usta, first 
drew attention to the support provided by Mozambican 
party and government officials in the search for solutions 
for the Muslim community, thea went on to say that the 
retraining course taking place at the mo.que in the 25 de 
Junho neighborhood was intended basically to produce 
the new and genuinely Mozambican man—one whose 
training is based on his cultuval values, which state that 
religion constitutes one of a country’s basic pillavs. 


It should be noted that the course which began yesterday 
with the holding of the Second Conference of Mozam- 
bique Imams and Preachers in Maputo will last a month, 
according to what our reporters were told by a source 
connected to that religious agency. 
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* Armed Forces Personnel End Training in Spain 


WEFO023B Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
19 Sep 89 p8 


[Text] The 160 Mozambican soldiers who will serve in 
the Army’s first antiterrorist unit for the protection of an 
agricultural-stockraising project will complete their 
training in Spain in October, the LUSA press agency was 
told yesterday by a diplomatic source in Maputo. 


The source. whose name was not revealed by LUSA, 
added that the Mozambican soldiers being trained as 
part of a bilateral project between the governments of the 
two countries will protect a Spanish-financed project 
1ocated in the Sabie-Incomat: region about 100 km from 
the capital 


That proyect, which will get underway shortly, covers the 
development of an 2/ea of 1,300 hectares for agriculture 
and stockraising ana will also provide peasants in the 
region with basic assistance in farming methods. 


The source also told LUSA that the activity in question 
was related to another initiative by the Spanish Govern- 
ment which led to the training of 10 Mozambican 
officers at a Civil Guard center in the vicinity of Madrid 
early last year. 


* Marcelino dos Santos Receives Cuban Medal 


WEFOO23F Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
30 Sep 89 pl 


[Text] The chairman of the People’s Assembly, Mar- 
celino dos Santos. was decorated yesterday evening with 
the Order of Solidarity by the State Council of the 
Republic of Cuba. 


The ceremony, which was attended by President 
Joaquim Chissane, was presided over by the Cuban 
ambassador accredited to our country, Jose Eloy Valdez. 
Also attending were relatives and friends of the man 
receiving the medal and Cuban internationalists serving 
in Mozambique. 


During the ceremony, the Cuban ambassador said that 
his country’s State Council had decided to award the 
Order of Solidarity to comrade Marcelino dos Santos in 
recognition of his sincere and militant fnendship span- 
ning more than two decades and his defense of the policy 
ot solidarity and cooperation with Cuba and with all the 
governments and liberation movements of Africa. 


Marcelino dos Santos’ record of untiring struggle for 
national independence, social justice, and peace 
throughout his life was mentioned by Jose Valdez as 
inspiring respect in all revolutionaries and particularly 
Cuban revolutionaries 


For his part, the chairman of the People’s Assembiy said 
he was moved and honored by this expression of friend- 
ship on the part of the Cuban people because what 11 all 
came down to was the Cuban people's solidarity with the 
Mozambican people. 
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He also said that Mozambicans and Cubans had !earned 
to Struggle together and that in doing so, they were 
convinced that that was the proper path, hence the 
solidarity between the two. 


* Canadian Agency Describes Work in Three Provinces 
QOEFOO23E Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 


{Text} The funds made available to the nongovernmental 
organization CUSO [Canadian University Service Over- 
seas} by the Canadian International Development 
Agency for supporting the cooperative sector in Maputo, 
Inhambane, and Manica Provinces have been almost 
completely used up. The total came to $1.2 million 
[Canadian dollars] ($1 equals 676.00 meticals), and it 
was lable with the idea that it would be spent 
o% pe J. of 3 years. About 6 months remain before 
th. « .4 of that period. 


Acco. ,, to the CUSO coordinator in Mozambique. 
Judith Head, most cf the money was used to support the 
cooperative movement in the City of Maputo through 
the General Union of Cooperatives. 


The districts of Boane and Marracuene, which also have 
agricultural production cooperatives, reccived equal 
amounts of aid in the form of equipment. technica! 
assistance, and other items. 


Our source pointed out that 180,000 Canadian dollars 
were spent in the Matracuene District, with assistance 
being provided either through the local Union of Coop- 
eratives or directly to a few collective production units. 


Discussing the activities carried out in Inhambane Prov- 
ince, Judith Head said that CUSO had used about 
100,000 Canadian dollars to finance various small! 
projects related to the cooperative sector. 


The Provincial Coton Enterprise received money for 
encouraging poultry production, with the main benefi- 
ciaries being its workers and the inhabitants of Chinjin- 
guir in the Homoine District, the area where the project 
is located. 


The salt production cooperative in Mocucune in the city 
of Inhambane received materials for the construction of 
seedbeds, a motor pump, boots, gloves, wheelbarrows, 
and plastic buckets. 


Three other units, located in the Morrumbene District 
and produciag soap and lime, received miscellaneous 
equipment for their work and for the proauction of 
presses as well as protective equipment. 


Also in Inhambane, the Provincial Directcrate of Agri- 
culture received support from the Canadian nongovern- 
mental organizaticn in increasing the number of fruit 
trees for distribution to peasants. 
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Our source added that in Manica Province, her organi- 
zation’s activities had been concerned with projects for 
developing greenbelis in the city of Chimoio and the 
town of Manica. 


In that connection, the funds made available by CUSO 
for the provincial capital were concerned with the 
peasant women’s associations in the Chissui Valley, the 
Eduardo Mondlane Agricultural Cooperative, and the 
association of duck and rabbit growers, as well as with 
the Greenbelt Office. 


When urged to express her opinion of the prospects for 
continued assistance to the cooperative movement in the 
three provinces in the future, Judith Head said that 
although a specific proposai for that purpose had not yet 
been drawn up, the Canadian Government had already 
expressed its willingness to make more funds available 
for that area. 


She commented that ideas exist for assigning priority to 
technical support for members of cooperatives and for 
training cadres with a view to ensuring better manage- 
ment of the units. 


She emphasized, however, that preparation of the pro- 
posal on what to do in the future will have to be preceded 
by a detailed study of the country’s current socioeco- 
nomic situation, which, in her words, has changed 
greatly in recent times. 


On that subject, Judith Head saic that CUSO had asked 
the Center for African Studies to carry out a study in the 
Homoine District in Inhambane Province. That study 
will form the basis for preparation of the proposal in 
question in coordination with local structures. 


“We want to plan our actions based on current reality, 
since the situation is not the same as it was 3 years ago,” 
our source emphasized. adding that an identical study 
was conducted in Manica Province jast year by a team 
from that department >f Eduardo Mondlane University. 


* Canada Pledges $20 Million for Development 


QOEFO0023A Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
23 Sep 89 pl 


[Texi] The Canadian Government 1s gomg to give 


Mozambique $20 million [Canadian dol!a:.’ ‘9 support 
of various national development proyeci ne money 
will be used over the next 5 years to purchas equipment 


and spare parts as well as rax. materials for development 
in the areas of transport and communications, agricul- 
ture, health, and industry. The documents formalizing 
the gift in question were signed in Maputo yesterday 
morning by Minister of Cooperation Jacinto Veloso and 
the Canadian ambassador to Mozambique, Roger Bull. 


Alse veeterday mecrning, President Joaquim Chissano 
received the Canadian ambassador ac .redited to 
Maputo, Roger Bull, 1» the presidential office in 
Maputo. The ambassador wa: ‘here to say farewell us he 
completes his mission in our country. During the 
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meeting, the Mozamb.can chief of state and the Cana- 
dian diplomat discussed matters reiative to bilateral 
cooperatio.: and also reviewed the steps taken in that 
connection. 


The Canadian ambassador accredited 1o Mozambique, 
whose residence is in Harare, had previousiy been 
received by Minister of Foreign Affairs Pascoal Moc- 
umbi. During that meeting, which took place in the 
Office of the minister of foreign affairs, the two diplo- 
mats reviewed the work done over the past 5 years in the 
field of bilateral cooperation. 


On that occasion, the minister of foreign affairs 
expressed satisfaction with the work done by the Cana- 
dian diplomat, saying that thanks to the ambassador's 
actions, cooperation relations .ad increased and 
improved steadily. 


That idea was shared by the Canadian diplomat, who 
said that after more than 5 years of service in Mozam- 
bique, he had come to care about and be involved in our 
country’s economic and socia! development. 


On that same occasion, he expressed his country’s desire 
to see the Mozambican people live in peace without 
interference from foreigners and armed bandits, saying 
that such a situation . ould make the country’s economic 
and social development possible. 


It should be mentioned that the Canadian ambassador, 
who has now completed his tour of duty in Mozambique. 
presented his credentials in September 1984. 


As was Stated during the signing ceremony, the money 
now being made available will benefit projects to be 
chosen by the Ministry of Trade in coordiration with a 
Canadian sales agent, particularly in Nampula Province. 
This follows the signing last week of another agreement 
providing assistance to the emergency program in 
Mozambique within the framework of bilateral cooper- 
ation. 


That agreement, which calls for assisting the emergency 
program by supplying Mozambique with food products 
during the period from last April to March 1990, pro- 
vides for the use of $7.2 million to purchase wheat. $3 
million to purchase beans, an equa! amount to cover the 
cost of transporting and distributing the products, and 
$1 million for the purchase of corn in Zimbabwe through 
World Vision for distribution in Manica Province. 


Speaking mor ets after the documents were signed, 
Minister of cu peration Jacinto Veloso said he was 
pleased with the Canadian contribution and pointed out 
that the amount to be made available would increase the 
country’s self-sufficiency in food. 


After singling out as an example the support that our 
country has been receiving from the Canadian Govern- 
ment, the Mozambican ruler said that agricultural pro- 
duction, not food assistance, was the Mozambican Gov- 
ernment’s priority and that that goal might be achieved 
thanks to the Canadian contribution. 
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For his part, the Canadian ambassador, Roger Bull, 
whose mission in Our country has ended, said that 
re‘ations of friendship and cooperation between the two 
countries had increased and improved, a fact attested to 
by the permanent exchange of government delegations at 
various levels. 


On the same occasion, he expressed satisfaction with 
what he had accomplished during his approximately 6 
years in Mozambique, saying that a complete bilateral 
program of governmeut-to-government cooperation and 
assistance had been established and confirmed with the 
signing and implementation of the agreements. 


“Therese aud | have bequeathed solid, close, and more 
varied relations between Mozambique and Canada,” 
said Roger Bull, who during the signing of the agree- 
ments had used that opportunity to say farewell to 
Minister of Cooperation Jacinto Veloso. 


It should be mentioned that cooperation between the 
People’s Republic of Mozambique and Canada began in 
the 1980's in connection with the SADCC [Southern 
African Development Coordination Conference], when 
support was provided for rehabilitation of the Nacala- 
Entre Lagos rail line. That cooperation was later 
extended to the Beira and Limpopo Corridor projects, 
with participation by Canadian engineers in the SATCC 
[Southern African Transport and Communications 
Commission]. 


Since last year, volunteers from CUSO [Canadian Uni- 
versity Service Overseas], a nongovernmental organiza- 
tion, have been working in Mozambique on projects 
concerned with education, health, and industrial devel- 
opment, particularly in Nampula Province. 


* Norway Gives $140,000 for Displaced Persons 


QOEF0023C Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
22 Sep 89 p 3 


[Text] The Mozambican Government institution that 
provides assistance for the country’s displaced popula- 
tion has just received financing totaling 1.8 million 
Norwegian kroner (about $140,000) from the Norwegian 
Government under the terms of an agreement signed in 
Maputo yesterday. 


The money being made available to the DPCCN 
[Department for the Prevention and Control of Natural 
Disasters] through the Norwegian Directorate for Devel- 
opment Aid (NORAD) is to be used to buy farm imple- 
ments for the affected displaced population in Mozam- 
bique. A little over 3.5 million Mozambicans have been 
displaced by war and natural disasters in the country. 


The documents related to the agreement call for pur- 
chasing farm implements through the Mozambican State 
Enterprise for Agricultural Marketing (Agricom). The 
implements must be suited to the needs and traditions of 
the country’s provinces. The agreement stipulates that 
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the farm implements, which will consist basically of 
hoes, machetes, and scythes, cannot be purchased in 
South Africa. 


The agreement specifies that the production implements 
must reach the needy by | November of this year. 


The documents were signed by the national di. cctor of 
the DPCCN, Salomao Mambo, representing our 
country, and by NORAD’s representative in Maputo, 
Nils Vogt. 


Director Mambo said he was hopeful that the agreement 
would “help to accelerate the reintegration into society” 
of the inhabitants affected by the war. 


Besides its emergency assistance, Norway also cooper- 
ates with Mozambique in the sectors of industry and 
energy, health, and maritime shipping. 


Last year Norway gave $50 million for various projects 
in Mozambique. 


* Limpopo Corridor Receives FRG Donation 


90EF00231 Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
30 Aug 89 p 1 


[Text] The Limpopo Corridor program received new 
financing yesterday, this time from the FRG, in the 
amount of 22 million Deutsche marks. 


That amount was included in the agreement signed in 
our country’s capital yesterday by the Mozambican and 
West German Governments, which were represented 
respectively by the minister of transport and communi- 
cations, Armando Emilio Guebuza, and the FRG’s 
ambassador accredited to Maputo, Reinhart Kraus. 


It was announced at the ceremony that the amount in 
question was being provided to Mozambique in form of 
a donation through the SATCC [Southern African 
Transport and Communications Commission]. 


Speaking moments after the agreement had been signed, 
Minister Guebuza said that one of the most prominent 
issues at the recent SADCC [Southern African Develop- 
ment Coordination Conference] summit meeting in 
Harare, the Zimbabwean capital, had in fact been the 
problem of transportation in southern Africa and partic- 
ularly the corridors. 


On that subject, the Mozambican ruler emphasized in 
his speech that chose corridors are arteries serving the 
countries in our region and very especially the nations 
belonging to the SADCC, hence their great importance. 


Guebuza concluded by saying that the Limpopo line was 
of outstanding importance in the national context, par- 
ticularly as regards the zones extending along the Lim- 
popo and Incomati Valleys and from the standpoint of 
domestic passenger and freight traffic. 


SOUTHERN AFRICA i 


In ie regional context, the minister of transport and 
communications mentioned the Limpopo line’s impact 
on the movement of goods to and from Zambia, Zaire, 
Zimbabwe, and Botswana. 


Armando Guebuza also expressed thanks for the FRG’s 
gesture of solidarity with the peoples of our region. 


He added that it would reinforce the role of the People’s 
Republic of Mozambique as a transit country, since 
rehabilitation of the corridors would increasingly 
strengthen regional unity and contribute to economic 
stability and peace. 


For his part, West German Ambassador Reinhart Kraus 
emphasized the effort that his country’s government is 
making to increase bilateral cooperation. 


In that connection, he mentioned the presence of a large 
group of West German businessmen at the current 
Maputo International Fair (FACIM). 


Present at the signing of the agreement were top cadres 
from strategic sectors of the Mozambican Mininstry of 
Transport and Communications. 


* Youth Delegation Returns From Bulgaria 


9OEFO0023H Maputo NOTICIAS in Portugue. ° 
3 Oct 89 p 3 


[Text] A cultural delegation from the Mozambique 
Youth Organization (OJM) recently returned to Maputo 
from Bulgaria, where it had gone to participate in an 
international song festival known as Alen Nak that was 
held in the Bulgarian city of Dingoevgrad [as published] 
from 21 to 24 September of this year. 


The delegation, headed by Boaventura Afonso, a 
member of the OJM Central Committee, also inciuded 
the duo Willi and Anibal. 


Participating in the festival were delegations from var- 
ious countries, with Mozambique and Angola repre- 
senting the African continent. 


Parallel with that event, a rock music festival was also 
held. The meeting served as the setting for an exchange 
of information on music and rccordings. 


* Minister Announces Pemba Port Rehabilitation 


9OEF0023J Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
3 Oct 89 pl 


[Text] The Mozambican port of Pemba in Cabo Delgado 
is going to undergo rehabilitation work beginning next 
year, according to an announcement yesterday by 
Armando Guebuza, minister of transport and communi- 
cations. According to that official, the work is aimed at 
equipping the port to provide efficient service in the 
transportation of goods in that northern region of the 
country. 
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Guebuza was speaking at the ceremony held to mark 
completion of the project for rehabilitating the coastal 
shipping dock in the port of Maputo. That rehabilitation 
work was done by Mozambican and Portuguese firms 
with about $9 million i: financing from the Kingdom of 
Norway. The Mozambican Government contributed 
about $1.5 million to the project, according to a source 
involved in the rehabilitation work in that port. 


The facilities that have now been rehabilitated cover an 
area of 50,000 square meters. They consist of ware- 
houses and other infrastructures for improved operation 
and better handling of the varied merchandise passing 
throu sh the port of Maputo. 


Although the actual handling capacity of the coastal 
shipping dock in the port of Maputo was not disclosed, it 
is known that Mozambican merchandise for export and 
goods from other countries for either export or import 
will be stored there. 


The project for rehabilitating the coastal shipping dock 
in the port of Maputo got underway in 1986. It consisted 
of rehabilitating the open area and the buildings and 
restoring other infrastructures. 


According to our source, the work was completed 2 
months ahead of schedule, thus demonstrating the effort 
put forth by the organizations in charge of carrying out 
the project. 


Speaking at the ceremony, the minister of transport and 
communications said that conversion of that section of 
the port into an area set aside exclusively for coastal 
shipping, separated from the rest of the port’s activity 
and completely autonomous with respect to handling 
facilities and management, was a milestone in our devel- 
opment. 


The minister also said that the coastal shipping terminal 
with its modern equipment triples the port's capacity in 
comparison with 1986, the year when execution of the 
project began. 


The official emphasized that the project in itself was 
deserving of study inasmuch as it would serve as the 
model for future projects to be carried out in Mozamb- 
ican ports, an example being the port of Pemba in Cabo 
Delgado Province, work on which is scheduled to begin 
next year. 


That port is classified as being of prime importance to 
the country because it will make greater efficiency pos- 
sible in providing transportation service for merchandise 
moving between various points on the Mozambican 
coast. 


In addition to various cadres from the Ministry of 
Transport and Communications, financial backers, and 
those involved in carrying out the project, the ceremony 
was also attended by Deputy Minister Isaias Muhate. 
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* Cabo Delgado DPCCN Director Dismissed 


90EF0023L Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
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[Text] As a result of irregularities discovered in the 
department he headed, the provincial director of the 
Department for the Prevention and Control of Natural 
Disasters [DPCCN] in Cabo Delgado, Joao Impica, was 
dismissed from his post a week ago, writes our corre- 
spondent in Pemba. 


Our correspondent adds that a warehouseman, Antonio 
Suna, and the DPCCN’s head of logistics, Abubacar 
Mulma, have been in custody for a week on charges of 
being involved in the theft of 35 metric tons of sugar 
donated by the World Food Program (WFP). The two 
prisoners are also accused of being responsible for the 
disappearance of 200 bags of powdered milk that were 
presumably smuggled into neighboring Tanzania. 


The department's head of transportation was fired a few 
days ago for allegedly permitting huge quantities of food 
to remain in the warehouse in Pemba, the provincial 
Capital, at a time when many people are dying of hunger 
in Meluco and Chiure. 


The irregularities that were discovered led local police 
authorities to begin a persistent investigation into the 
operation of the organization in question, and the result 
may be further arrests, according to our correspondent. 


* Cabo Delgado Finds Market for Beans, Corn 


90EF0023G Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
3 Oct 89 p 3 


[Text] The official in charge of sales for Agricom [Agri- 
cultural Products Marketing Company] in Pemba told 
NOTICIAS last Thursday that several reasonable mar- 
kets had “finally” been found for the corn and beans 
produced and marketed in Cabo Delgado Province this 
year. 


Until last week, the largest customer that had committed 
itself to buy Cabo Delgado’s corn was the Matola Indus- 
trial Company [CIM], which wants 3,000 metric tons of 
that cereal to begin with. 


According to Agricom’s sales director, at least four other 
customers besides the CIM have now agreed to buy corn 
and beans from his enterprise. They include the Maputo 
Animal Feed Company, which wants 1,000 metric tons, 
and a religious organization called Prosperinos, which 1s 
also going to buy 1,000 metric tons, while 120 metric 
tons have already been sold to a private party in Nam- 
pula. 


Concerning regional bean production, it is known that 
the Emergency Seed and Implement Program has pur- 
chased 150 metric tons for Sofala Province. Partial 
shipments of those orders left the port of Pemba for their 
respective destinations over the weekend. 
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Our reporters have learned that 1,000 metric tons of 
corn were shipped to the Matola Industrial Company in 
the hold of the vessel Lugend2 and that 500 metric tons 
were shipped to the same company aboard the vessel 
Polana. The Polana was also carrying the 1 50 metric tons 
of beans that will be unloaded in the port of Beira for the 
Emergency Seed and Implement Program. 


[portion missing from source] Agricom with much opti- 
mism. “At least this gives us hope that the warehouses 
will gradually empty out, with the result that we will be 
able to continue purchasing corn in the villages, because 
many of us had come practically to a standstill,” says 
Abdul Sacur, one of the biggest operators in the Mueda 
Plateau region. 


The tragedy of the lack of markets, which created various 
marketing problems during a period of about 3 
months—specifically the lack of space in the district 
warehouses and problems with Agricom’s financing 
capability—made it necessary about a month ago for the 
Ministry of Trade to intervene by sending its deputy 
minister to Cabo Delgado to study the situation on the 
spot with local authorities and to work with higher 
authorities to find the solution. Until last week, nearly 
15,000 metric tons of corn were stored in Cabo Del- 
gado’s warehouses. 


* Vilankulo Seat of Nationwide Subsoil Study 


90EF0023K Maputo NOTICIAS in Portuguese 
23 Sep 89 pl 


[Text] AIM—The Mozambique National Hydrocarbon 
Enterprise (ENH) has started work in Vilankulo, Inham- 
bane Province, to recover, arrange, and catalogue so- 
called boring samples, which provide geclogical data 
concerning the country’s subsoil. 


The project, which will be completed in October, began 
in July, and its main purpose is to bring together in 
Vilankulo all geological data regarding Mozambique. 


Currently in Vilankulo are 36 boring samples repre- 
senting 60 boreholes drilled as part of the search for gas 
and petroleum in Mozambique between the 1940's and 
1988. 


The first samples were left there by the American Gulf 
Oil Company in 1949, the year when it also discovered 
what is so far the largest gas deposit known to exist in 
Mozambique: the so-called Pande deposit, whose 
reserves are estimated at 15 trillion cubic meters of gas. 


The ENH’s petroleum engineer, Custodio Nguetane, has 
told the AIM [Mozambique News Agency] that the 
purpose of the project is to bring together all the geolog- 
ical samples that were once scattered all around the 
country, the idea being to improve preparations for 
future exploration. 
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Namibia 


* Diamond Mine To Open Near Oranjemund 


34000141 Windhoek THE TIMES OF NAMIBIA 
in English 22 Sep 89 p 7 


[Text] CDM [Consolidated Diamond Mines (Propri- 
etary) Limited] has begun to construct the infrastructure 
for its R90 million diamond mine at Auchas on the north 
bank of the Orange River 50km from Oranjemund. The 
mine, which will offer employment opportunities for 
about 300 people, is expected to come on stream in 
mid-1990. 


A treatment plant, workshops, offices and roads are 
being built at Auchas, while single accommodation is 
under construction at nearby Daberas and married 
accommodation at Oranjemund. 


The plant will treat diamondiferous materials to be 
mined at Auchas itself as well as at Daberas and Arris- 
drift. 


In addition the infrastructure will include water supplies 
from boreholes at Auchas and Daberas, radio and tele- 
phone links with Oranjemund, plant access roads and 
explosives magazines. 


It is planned that 250 Namibians in the lower-skilled 
range will be housed at Diberas on a single-status basis. 
They will work a seven-shift week and then be off work 
for seven days. A bus will take employees to and from 
Keetmanshoop each week free of charge. 


Skilled metallurgical and mining employees will also 
work on a seven days on, seven days off basis, and be 
bussed daily to and from Oranjemund. 


Mining of the ore deposits, two at Auchas and one each 
at Arrisdrift and Daberas, will yield over 100,000 tonnes 
of headfeed per month. Plant concentrates will be hauled 
to Oranjemund for final recovery of diamonds. 


As the ore deposits lie in deepened portions of an ancient 
valley of the Orange River, covered by 20 to 30 meters of 
partially cemented sand and gravel, mining will be 
carried Out using conventional open pit methods. 


Both overburden and ore will be mined using 4m3 
hydraulic face shovels and backhoes. Transport of mined 
material to overburden dumps and the treatment plant 
will be by 35 tonne haul trucks. 


Pre-production stripping of approximately 2,5 million 
tonnes of overburden will commence this month to 
expose sufficient ore for the first three months of pro- 
duction. 


CDM will provide service back-up in the areas of admin- 
istration, personnel, loss control, training, transport, 
health, security and supplies. 


CDM is Namibia's largest employer with 5,500 people 
and annually contributes between 10 percent and 16 
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percent to Namibia’s Gross Domestic Product (GDP). 
Enquiries: Pierre Massyn Tel: (06332) 2790 office, 
(06332) 3991 home. 


Zambia 


* Kaunda’s Economic, Political Woes Detailed 
34000039b Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL 
in English 1 Sep 89 p 32 


[Article: “Kenneth Kaunda’s Paradise Postponed”] 


[Text] “Welcome to Zambia, land of peace and prosper- 
ity.” Thus an airport customs official greets visitors. But 
after 25 years of independence, peace and prosperity are 
only distant goals that recede. 


Zambians have never seen true peace. The country 
fought Ian Smith’s Rhodesia and now fights Mozam- 
bique’s Renamo. Coup attempts dog the president. Food 
riots often greet price increases. Gangs of bandits cross 
from Zaire, their murdered victims memorialised with 
markings on the trees along the road from Ndola to 
Kitwe. Bombs sporadically rock city streets, with the 
blame always assigr-d to SA [South Africa]. And, of 
course, any country hosting the ANC [African National 
Congress] keeps an uneasy peace at best. 


But, where the country has notoriously failed is the 
economy. A nation so rich in farmland that it was a 
major food exporter at independence now imports food. 
Instead of growing food and putting people to work, it 
holds out the begging bowl for foreign aid. 


The litany of government mismanagement is endless: 80 
percent inflation; empty shelves and long queues; ram- 
pant Aids, malaria and crime; a 62 percent cut in 
education spending over the past dozen years; a doubling 
in the number of children dying of malnutrition over the 
last decade; a US$7bn foreign debt that equals 230 
percent of GNP; per capita income which now stands at 
$250 a year. 


Kenneth Kaunda, like all rulers of the world’s basket 
cases, decided he could run the marketplace better than 
the collective wisdom of his 7.8m people. So companies 
were nationalised, bureaucracies multiplied, laws and 
regulations imposed to govern every economic impulse. 
A country with mushrooming unemployment now has 
minimum wage laws. The glue holding together what 
little commerce exists—the mostly Asian black marke- 
teers—suffer repeated crackdowns. No Coca-Cola was 
produced for two years because imports of concentrate 
were banned to save hard currency. 


The country announced this year that ii will spend $60m 
to boost tourism—but it occasionally arrests tourists 
who snap pictures. 


Then there was the Great Kwacha Switch last month. To 
attack counterfeiting, tax evasion and black marketeer- 
ing, Zambia decided to change all its kwacha notes. But, 
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to do this, it closed 1is borders tor nearly two weeks and 
set a 2,000 kwacha limit (about R345) on the amount 
people could convert to new notes. Any higher amount 
had to be deposited at a bank and any amount over 
10,000 kwacha would be taxed at 50 percent—a recipe 
for chaos. Some stores shut, not wanting to accumulate 
too many old kwacha. Other stores raised prices sharply 
as the old kwacha dropped in value. 


With problems like these at home, why is Kaunda 
worrying about SA? The hopeful say it’s because he 
needs SA to jump-start his economy. The cynical say it’s 
to divert attention from his real problems. Kaunda has 
hammered SA for years, leading the charge on sanctions 
and chairing the Frontline states. Yet SA has now moved 
ahead of the UK and Zimbabwe to become Zambia's 
largest source of imports. 


Remarkably enough, Zambia may have turned a corner. 
Copper—responsible for 90 percent of Zambia's export 
earnings—hit record prices last year. And Kaunda finally 
is taking the requisite hard measures. He’s devaluing the 
currency—a 25 percent drop against the US dollar last 
November and another 37,5 percent in June. He’s elim- 
inating price controls. And he’s reducing food subsidies. 


But real hope lies in the second generation of leaders. 
Kaunda, now 65 and the only president Zambia has 
known, is part of the generation which battled the 
“imperialist, colonial powers” and swept to office on a 
wave f implausible promises. He’s too old and too 
proud to change now, to move away from the rhetoric 
and begin tackling the real problems. That will be the 
task of the next president. 


* Trade-Off: RSA Aid for Less ANC Support 


34000039a Johannesburg FINANCIAL MAIL 
in English | Sep 89 pp 30-32 


[Article: ““Presumptions in Livingstone”’} 


[Text] The meeting between F. W. de Klerk and Kenneth 
Kaunda has already been subject to some misinterpreta- 
tion and ire—not least that by ex-President P. W. Botha. 
It is refreshing that SA [South Africa]’s next president 
should be so willing to step out into the diplomatic world 
that should most immediately concern him, since 
“respectability” in Africa is a prerequisite to acceptance 
where it really matters. But, of course, it was hardly the 
first of such visits. 


What can F. W. gain from such forays? 


Firstly, there is Kaunda’s eminence, such as it is, in 
Africa. His economy may be in tatters, but Kaunda has, 
over the years, gained a reputation for straight dealing. 
This is reflected in a letter to Pik Botha before the visit. 
which set out the limits of what could be achieved: “He 
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(F. W. de Klerk) will meet me as president of Zambia 
and not the representative of any other country or 
Organisation. It is a person to person meeting—to see 
how we look at things.” 


Nonetheless, it was at least expected that Kaunda would 
present De Klerk with the ANC [African National Con- 
gress]’s position paper on negotiations with Pretoria, 
recently adopted by the Organisation for African Unity 
(OAU). 


In the event—and Kaunda could not have foreseen 
tuis—the Livingstone summit was pre-empted by the 
hastily convened tete-a-tete on the banks of Lake Kivu in 
Zaire between Mobutu Sese Seko and De Klerk last 
Friday. Then, on Sunday, came top-level discussions 
between Unita’s Jonas Savimbi and the De Klerk-Pik 
Botha duo. 


In other words, regional peace initiatives forced them- 
selves on to the presidential timetable—and gave a 
practical focus to the Livingstone meeting. The Gbado- 
lite Declaration of June 24—with Mobutu as host—set 
out the parameters of this process. While Kaunda was 
present (as a regional elder statesman of the OAU and 
chairman of the Frontline States), he appears to have 
misinterpreted Savimbi’s role, post-ceasefire. The Unita 
leader would go into exile, Kaunda claimed in Harare 
afterwards. This viewpoint affected sensitivities. 


Kaunda, given his influential position, would clearly like 
to be seen as fulfilling a major broker's role in peace, 
including peace within SA. As far as Angola is con- 
cerned, the OAU has entrusted Mobutu as mediator 
between the affected parties. Kaunda’s misinterpretation 
of Savimbi’s position was, therefore, something of an 
infringement on another African leader's political turf. 


In his afternoon chat to political journalists last Sunday. 
Savimbi charged: “President Kaunda has sought to 
pursue a personal agenda, which his fellow heads of State 
rejected at Gbadolite.” He said he regretted this. 


On Monday, Foreign Affairs Director-General Neil van 
Heerden told the FM that the declaration had left itself 
wide open for possible divergencies of viewpoint. 


This, then, was one message F. W. took to Livingstone. 
In other words, SA’s president-in-waiting found himself 
playing a mediatory role—and he came out of the 
meeting with his standing in Africa considerably ele- 
vated because of it. 


In fact, the enhanced role De Klerk can play in Angola 
seems set to continue. As Mike Hough, head of Pretoria’s 
Institute for Strategic Studies, says, the present situation 
in that war-torn country seems too complex for any one 
person to resolve. Western diplomats note that Kaunda, 
while respected, has a history of emotional outbursts. 


The Zambian president has not emerged particularly 
well from all this; indeed, Kaunda’s influence as an elder 
statesman is actually threatened by the emergence of new 
leaders in Africa. Zimbabwe’s Robert Mugabe—who has 
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been elected as chairman of the Non-Aligned group—is 
one; Mobutu, with his important role as mediator in the 
Angolan conflict, notwithstanding questions over his 
personal probity, is another. And there is Kenya’s Daniel 
arap Moi—requested by Mozambique’s Joachim Chis- 
sano tO try to resolve the continuing war between Fre- 
limo and the Renamo rebels. 


Nor should De Klerk be forgotten. 


There is, therefore, a widespread belief within the dip- 
lomatic fraternity that in Monday’s meeting with De 
Klerk, Kaunda may have believed there lay an opportu- 
nity to promote at least some of his unfulfilled aspira- 
tions. The Africa Institute’s Erich Leistner agrees: 
“Despite their hatred of SA’s racial policies, a meeting 
with the SA head of State enhances the political stature 
of African leaders. The southern African region is where 
the action is and there remains respect for SA’s economic 
power.” 


Given these facts, there was an element of one- 
upmanship vis-a-vis other African leaders in Kaunda’s 
position. 


Leistner believes that in Africa there is a movement 
towards closer contact with SA. The agreement signed in 
New York on the ending of the war in Namibia and 
Angola was a major watershed for southern Africa. And, 
“if the Namibian independence can be implemented 
without major hitches and there are some visible ges- 
tures on the part of the SA government to promote 
internal dialogue, it would be more easy for African 
leaders, and Kaunda in particular, to cooperate with 
SA,” he suggests. 


On the SA side, Van Heerden says that despite Kaunda’s 
history of emotionalism, his sincerity is evident: “He is 
reaiiy a person of strong Christian convictions, who 
genuinely tries to play a conciliatory and peace-making 
role and (he) has strong humanitarian viewpoints.” 
These “are all things which we should not deny him.” 


Kaunda has beeii consistent in his appeal for reconcili- 
ation in SA. There may be something a little too pious 
about this—there are some diplomats who doubt 
whether this characteristic “sincerity” actually qua'ifies 
Kaunda for the political role he may feel himself entitled 
to. But it underlay Kaunda’s desire to meet De Klerk. 
Apart from the practical help that could be extended to 
his ruined economy, there is also the fact—which 
Kaunda understands—that internal problems in SA will 
inevitably have an impact on Zambia. Van Heerden, for 
one, makes this point. As a sponsor of the ANC, he may 
well be nervous about the consequences of head-on 
confrontation between SA and the armed exiles. 


This raises the all-important point about sanctuary for 
the ANC. While they have no hard evideiice, SA diplo- 
matic observers think that Kaunda has asked the bulk of 
the ANC presence to leave Zambia. Kaunda could 
certainly still state publicly that he would never kick the 
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ANC out—but what remained, if the bulk of “he fighters 
left, would be a notional presence only. 


If this is so, the ANC in Zambia is set te endure the fate 
of the PLO in Jordan. Should Kaunda “deliver” this to 
De Klerk, in return for unspecified economic aid, it 
would enable the SA president to negotiate from 
strength. 


Leistner—while reluctant to claim credit for it—has 
researched and compiled an economic plan for the 
southern African region in co-operation with the Depart- 
ment of Foreign Affairs. 


“I would not call it a Marshall Plar., which presupposes 
billions of dollars being poured into the region,” Leistner 
says. “I think there should be an emphasis on trade 
between the southern African countries which would 
create appropriate conditions for Western private capital 
to be invested. 


“In recent times, the idea has spread that SA is more 
stable than Western companies were led to believe. If SA 
could show that we have the agenda which promises 
ultimate consensus among its people, the prospect or 
hope of development in the southern region will vastly 
increase—something the rest of Africa has not been able 
to do.” 


Kaunda is basically a positive type of person, despite the 
venom he has poured on SA in the past, Leistner 
believes. “By his official and unofficial contact with SA, 
he has come to believe that SA is not the bunch of racists 
we are made out to be. With his own economy in such a 
mess, economic co-operation would divert attention 
from the worsening situation in Zambia.” 


As for SA, Pretoria has shown an increasing interest in 
closer relations with southern African states—especially 
the Frontline ones—according to SOUTH AFRICAN 
UPDATE, published by the Inkatha Institute. This could 
in turn be a step towards closer contact with the O0AU— 
of which Kaunda is a past chairman. This possibility 
may not be as remote as it once seemed. 


Leicester University’s Professor of Politics, Jack Spenc -, 
speculated recently, before the Livingstone meeting, that 
Kaunda would probably place on the agenda the sugges- 
tion that Pretoria consider a Namibian-style mechanism, 
along the lines of UN Resolution 435 (as proposed by the 
ANC), for an internal settlement. It would involve 
elections to a constituent assembly for devising an apart- 
heid-free constitution. 


However, if the matter was raised, it was not mentioned 
afterwards. On his way home, De Klerk stressed that SA 
is a sovereign state: “The implementation of a new 
dispensation, which will hopefully—take place will 
follow the normal constitutional channel.” The idea 
remains. 


Kaunda desperately needs to improve his country’s 
economic situation. Closer trade co-operation with SA 
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followed by at least some economic success—and hope- 
fully De Klerk’s willingness to reform as a quid pro 
quo—would entice other southern African states to 
follow through. If this happens, Kaunda will have made 
a good start towards re-establishing himself as an African 
leader of stature. 


* Cuba To Send 150 Doctors; 144 in Country Now 


34000033 Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 27 Aug 89 p 1 


[Text] Cuba will soon send 150 more doctors to Zambia 
in line with an agreement signed in May last year, 
ambassador Cde Alfonso Herrera has said. 


This will be in addition to the 144 already serving in 18 
hospitals throughout the country. 


Speaking in an interview in Lusaka, Cde Herrera said the 
Cuban action had nothing to do with the recent expul- 
sion of the 54 local doctors by the Zambian Govern- 
ment. 


“| would like to emphasise that this group of doctors has 
nothing to do with the problem of junior doctors here. 
They were asked for by the Zambian Government a long 
time ago,”” he said. 


Cde Herrera believes the Zambian request for more 
doctors was prompted by the need to phase out foreign 
experts who were being paid in foreign exchange. 


According to the Government’s agreement with Cuba, 
the Latin Americans are paid an allowance equal to $150 
a month in local currency. 


At the current exchange rate, this amounts to K2,400 as 
compared to K800 when the first Cubans arrived in 
December 1985. 

Cde Herrera said a wrong impression had been created 


that the Cubans were living in luxury compared to their 
Zambian counterparts. 


This was not the case as the Cubans were revolutionary 
volunteers who were prepared to live like anybody else in 
the Third World. 


“They all eat nshima, rice and meat like anybody else. 
Not one doctor lives in a five-star hotel and the embassy 
does not give them any additional financial assistance.” 


Only ten doctors were still in hotels. Six were kept at a 
hotel in Choma while four were in Kitwe. 


“None of these places have five-star hotels. Lusaka has 
three doctors but can you tell me if any of them are in 
Inter-Continental or Pamodzi? 


“These doctors share an apartment in a block of flats 
behind the University Teaching Hospital,” he said. 


The envoy who was speaking at his home with the 
embassy’s economic attache Cde Francisco Penez Aland 
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said the Cubans were under strict instructions to make 
the best use of the available accommodation. 


This has resulted in the 20 doctors in Livingstone 
sharing five houses among themselves. Cubans accepted 
these conditions because they too were from a Third 
World country. 


Cde Herrera said one of the major problems worrying 
the doctors was insecurity in their homes. On Thursday 
night, six specialists in Mbala lost all their property after 
a break-in. 


The Cubans were also disappointed that in some hospi- 
tals, like Mumbwa, they were used as administrators 
rather than practitioners. 


He had requested the Ministry of Health to ensure the 
doctors treated patients rather than attending to the 
affairs of the hospital. 


* Court Transfer to Labor Ministry Urged 


34000037d Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
11 Sep 89 p 1 


[Text] Government should immediately consider irans- 
ferring functions of the Industrial Relations Court (IRC) 
to the Ministry of Labour, Social Development and 
Culture because it has become irrelevant, ZCTU 
[Zambia Congress of Trade Unions] secretary general 
Cde Newstead Zimba has said. 


The Ministry of Labour should be rated as a priority 
Government wing that should take over all the functions 
of the IRC because it was in the doldrums. 


Cde Zimba said in Kitwe yesterday the ZCTU was 
disappointed with operational arrangements of Govern- 
ment regarding the significance attached to laws dealing 
with workers’ problems and institutions which were 
supposed to handle their cases. 


The takeover of functions should entail the strength- 
ening of the Labour Ministry’s various administrative 
branches instead of turning it into a mere agency for 
interpreting Party and Government policies. 


“Let the Ministry make its own decisions on matters 
affecting workers’ day-to-day performance. The deci- 
sion-making process should be streamlined so that cases 
are handled with urgency,” Cde Zimba said. 


‘Labour matters require first priority. One cannot talk of 
development without considering how industrial rela- 
tions are carried out.” 


He accused the Government of appointing IRC officers 
on the basis of political consideration regardless of 
whether they had experience in industrial relations mat- 
ters or not. 


“It 1s equally sad that our Government should be cre- 
ating institutions not out of conviction that they are 
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capable of executing duties accorded them but to sc. ve 
the country’s political interests.” 


It was hoped problems of solving industrial disputes 
would be handled by the IRC in time but it has failed to 
do so. 


“We therefore think the Government does not take 
industrial relations seriously.” 


The union “sadly experienced” shortcut dealings in the 
handling of labour issues through statutory instruments 
when provisions existed in labour laws. 


Cde Zimba was reacting to reports that about 200 cases 
at the 'RC had been left pending for two years. 


He stressed that the Labour Ministry should be given 
power to make decisions on its own and be strengthened 
as a body which should serve society in general. 


* Industrial Relations Court Needs Judge 


34000037¢ Lusaka SUNDAY TIMES OF ZAMBIA 
in English 10 Sep 89 p 4 


[Text] The setting up of the Industrial Relations Court 
was one of the Government’s best initiatives—a clear 
demonstration of its concern for industrial justice. With 
the establishment of that court the Government made a 
clear statement of its desire to end victimisation of either 
employer or employee and see industrial peace. 


But it is surprising that since the departure of the last 
head of the court, Mr Jack Chitundu who is now a High 
Court judge, nobody has been appointed to preside over 
the court. The result has been very damaging to Govern- 
ment credibility. 


Many cases have been pending and they continue to pile 
up in the absence of court sittings. This is how a 
wvell-meant and good idea can be killed or discredited. 


For not only is the Government creating doubt about its 
original intentions but it can also be seen to be back- 
pedalling on an important aspect of industrial life in 
Zambia. So, has the Government changed its mind or 
not on the industrial court? 


This question has to be answered pretty soon. It is not 
enough in this case to give this or that explanation 
belatedly. This is how rumour mongering thrives. If no 
clear explanation is forthcoming then the people are free 
to speculate. 


We would like to believe there are genuine reasons for 
not appointing somebody to preside at the industrial 
court. But our view is that these reasons should have 
been given immediately. To keep quiet 1s to give room 
for concoctions. 


There are many people whose cases are pending and 
have been for some time now. The mere fact that they 
lodged their cases means they believe they have not been 
fairly treated and want redress. For them to discover 
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there is nobody to attend to their cases must be shatter- 
ing—the Government should not be its worst enemy. 


It is extremely important therefore that it moves swiftly 
in this matter to ensure the Industrial Relations Court 
resumes sittings as per provisions. We believe it is still 
interested in having that court and that it is not true as 
some say it has given powers for industrial peace to the 
riot police. 


It is for the Government to come clean. 


* Ex-Army Commander Tembo Charged With Treason 


34000037b Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
31] Aug 89 p 1 


[Article by Miriam Mukonde] 


[Text] Former Zambia Army commander Lieutenant- 
General Christon Tembo, 45, and three other military 
officers were yesterday formally charged with treason at 
a heavily guarded magistrates’ court in Lusaka, ending 
months of uncertainty after their detention last October. 


Appearing for mention, Tembo, who was Zambia's 
ambassador to West Germany asked the court to revoke 
the presidential detention order, but senior resident 
magistrate Mrs Rachael Sakala said the matter was not 
under her jurisdiction. 


Tembo also requested the court to place him and his 
colleagues Lieutenant-Colonel Bizwayo Newton 
Nkunika, 40, Lieutenant-Colonel Chongo Shula, 37, and 
Major Eqrious Knight Mulenga, 36, in one prison to 
simplify their lawyers’ task of gathering evidence. 


It was also turned down on the same grounds. 


Tembo, dressed in a striped black suit, strode into the 
courtroom with notable confidence and a smile as he 
entered the dock. 


At one point, Tembo turned and whispered to three of 
his less composed and casually dressed colleagues. 


He grinned as he waved to a crowd which did not know 
how to respond. 


The four were among six military offices and three 
civilians detained for alleged subversive activities. 


The quartet are accused of having conspired between 
August 1, 1988 and October 24, last year in Lusaka, 
Kabwe and Bonn to overthrow the Zambian Govern- 
ment. 


Tembo is alleged to have on August 14, attempted to 
recruit a senior army officer at Zambia State Insurance 
flats on Sable road in Kabulonga, Lusaka in the con- 
spiracy. 


Shula is alleged to have attempted to recruit another 
senior army officer in the Highridge House of former 
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Zambia Railways managing director Mr Emmanuel 
Hachipuka in Kabwe about September 18. 


About the same date, Mulenga is alleged to nave also 
tried to recruit the same army officer and another army 
officer on September 17. 


The accused allegedly met on October |, at plot number 
197, Lusaka West to scheme the coup. 


In the absence of Nkunika four days later, Tembo, Shula 
and Mulenga plotted the coup at house number 7939 at 
Mukatasha road, also known as Dora’s garage in Lusaka. 


The case was adjourned to September |. 


* Professionals Warned About ‘Meddling’ in Unions 


34000037a Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
1 Sep 89 p 1 


[Text] Government will de-register professional associa- 
tions meddling in trade union matters and threatening 
industrial peace, Prime Minister General Malimba 
Masheke warned in Kitwe yesterday. 


Addressing a gathering at Jacaranda lodge, he called for 
industrial discipline in all sectors saying Zambia needed 
unity now as everybody has to contribute to the economy 
recovery. 


“Lately there have been too many spokesmen, teachers 
want to be spokesmen and doctors want to be 
spokesmen. This cannot be tolerated because there are 
channels through which to air grievances.” 


He ticked off loud-mouthed individuals bent on mis- 
leading others through cheap publicity. 


“IT am appealing to associations to restrict their activities 
pertaining to their professions and leave trade unions 
work to relevant Organisations. 


“If they trespass, they will be struck off from the regis- 
ter,” he warned. 


Amid cheers and ululations Cde Masheke said even 
children could not be tolerated to issue ultimatums to 
parents. 


He warned associations against being complacent 
because the money spent to train them was from public 
funds. 


“Even teachers threatening to go on strike are our 
children. They were trained using money from the com- 
munity. 


“Zambia needed unity to succeed in her economic 
restructuring programme. There should be no time for 
squabbles and conflicts as they would delay progress.” 


He said there were often differences in a community but 
these should be resolved amicably. 
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It was important to know trade unions were set up to 
fight for workers’ rights. There would be confusion if 
there were too many spokesmen trying to represent the 


same group. 


And when he closed the political education seminar at 
the Copperbelt Secondary School Teachers Training 
College (COSECO), Cde Masheke said the Party and its 
Government would not protect loss-making and ineffi- 
cient companies. 


The State was putting final touches to the new invest- 
ment code to woo foreign and local investors. “But the 
Party and its Government will not, under the decontrol 
measures we have taken protect loss-making and ineffi- 
cient monopolies,” he warned. 


* Politicians Accused of Abetting Black Markets 
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[Text] Kabwe Central Member of Parliament Cde Wiil- 
frid Wonani has accused some politicians of abetting 
black marketeering. 


Addressing National Milling company workers yes- 
terday, Cde Wonani said some leaders in the Party and 
parastatals were good at listening to President Kaunda 
but never implemented his words. 


“If the President says something today, everybody will 
be saying the same thing without finding ways and 
means of implementing it or stopping it if it is bad.” 


Cde Wonani said although some leaders castigated black 
marketeering, they often issue notes on official company 
or Party headed papers to company managers 
demanding essentials like sugar, flour and salt which in 
some cases end up on the black market. 


As long as black marketeering was being spearheaded by 
leaders, it would be difficult to eradicate. 


Mporokoso Member of Parliament Cde Kasonde 
Mwamba has accused the district council of frustrating 
developments because of its inefficiency. 


Cde Mwamba who is Chief Mporokoso was angered 
when he learnt from cooperative society members and 
Party officials that K30,000 given to the council by the 
village agriculture programme to buy building materials 
for storage sheds had not been accounted for since 
1987.—Zana/ZIS. 


* Bank Loans Limited to Priorities; Business Hit 


34000036c Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
21 Aug 89 p 1 


[Text] Commercial banks have curtailed lending to cli- 
ents—a move which has adversely affected some busi- 
ness enterprises surviving on bank overdrafts. 
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Sources confirmed in Lusaka yesterday most comimer- 
cial banks were turning away Customers who wanted to 
borrow money following the new measure which was 
effected recently after a directive from the Bank of 
Zambia. 


The decision to restrict lending to priority areas only was 
expected to help the Government to syphon excess 
money from circulation. 


It was learnt that most banks had in the past exceeded 
the lending levels which they were now expected to 
adhere to. 


Many businessmen have been caught unawares by the 
move and some voiced fears that their operations would 
be severely affected if they failed to secure alternative 
funding. 


Foreign exchange applicants were expected to deposit 
money into their accounts as banks would not extend 
overdraft facilities to them. 


The new measure comes shortly after Government 
changed the currency to remove the excess money in 
circulation and puiuish unscrupulous persons who were 
hoarding millions of Kwacha in their homes. 


The Government will soon introduce a banking scheme 
in which villagers will be saving in kind through their 
cooperative unions because of limited cash flows in rural 
areas. 


Agriculture and Cooperatives Minister Cde Justin 
Mukando said at the weekend most peasant farmers 
were failing to expand on their productive ventures for 
lack of funds. 


Under the new arrangement a villager would be able to 
take his livestock to the respective union society which 
in turn would enter into his bank book the estimated 
value of the item traded. 


Currently peasant farmers have to sell their livestock and 
other items to raise money for savings but Cde Mukando 
said the system was counter-productive because cus- 
tomers were not readily available at times. 


Trade patterns would be streamlined and farmers would 
be encouraged to rear animals for sale and not for 
prestige. 


More than 650,000 cooperative members throughout 
Zambia would benefit from the new banking scheme. 


Cde Mukando said the various cooperative unions 
would start trading among themselves by exchanging 
products. 


“Women in Lusaka, for example, will not be required to 
travel to the Northern Province to buy kapenta because 
the Lusaka Cooperative Union will do that for them.” he 
said. 


f- 
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It was easier to obtain a bank loan because the union 
could be used as security. 


Cde Mukando called on people to form cooperatives to 
build houses to ease the accommodation crisis. 


He deplored the tendency by :aost Zambians who “com- 
plain a lot but do nothing to solve their problems.” 


* Figures on Trade With India; Expansion Urged 


34000036b Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
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[Text] India is keen to promote economic and commer- 
cial relations between Zambia and itself so that they keep 
pace with political relations, India’s high commissioner 
to Zambia, Mr Satnam Jit Singh, has said. 


Spezxing in an interview at his office in Lusaka yes- 
terday, Mr Singh said it was the wish of his government 
to improve relations in these areas now lagging behind 
political relations. 


Mr Singh observed that India and Zambia being close 
and friendly countries should increase trade between 
themselves, adding that his country was always ready to 
import anything that Zambia produced and required by 
India. 


Citing oil seeds, soyabeans and lentils which, he said 
India imports, Mr “ingh lamented that Zambia has had 
no surplus on these crops and added that his country 
stands ready to import them once surplus has been 
achieved. 


As per last year’s trade figures India imported K1,770 
million worth of Zambian goods mostly copper rods, 
precious stones and little of zinc, cobalt and lead while it 
exported to Zambia goods amounting to K26 million. 


The high commissioner said the presence of Indian firms 
in Zambia’s economic ventures was an effective way of 
promoting trade ties between the two countries and the 
high commission was making constant efforts to interest 
more Indian companies to come to Zambia. 


* Steps To Curb Inflation Said Failing 


3400(0035e Lusaka ZAMBIA DAILY MAIL in English 
24 Aug 89 pl 


[Excerpt] Incomes of most Zambians will continue to 
dzciine in real terms despite measures taken by govern- 
ment !o arrest the country’s economic decline. 


Acting secretary for the Prices and Incomes Commission 
(PIC) Patrick Mulenga has attributed the decline to the 
high level of inflation which Zambia will have to contend 
with. 


Cde Mulenga said this in a paper to the seminar on the 
restructuring of the Zambian economy and the role of 
the PIC, being held at the Mulungushi International 
Conference Centre in Lusaka. 
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He said the average Zambian household had suffered 
major erosion with gross national product falling from 
500 US dollars to less than 300 dollars in the past three 
decades. 


Cde Mulenga said it was important that developments in 
incomes be closely monitored for the government to 
protect vulnerable sections of the population. 


Meanwhile, PIC had adopted the price and market 
monitoring system (PMMS) to rationalise its function of 
prices and incomes investigations. 


PIC assistant director for statistics Morris Mubila said 
that PMMS focused on the actual development of prices 
and identified existing market inefficiencies which 
tended to distort the formation and development of 
prices. 


He said this in a paper to the seminar. [passage omitted] 


* Investment Code Revised To Attract Investors 
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[Excerpt] Government is revising the 1986 Investment 
Act to make it more attractive to woo both local and 
foreign investors, Prime Minister Malimba Masheke 
said yesterday. 


General Masheke, who is also Investment Council of 
Zambia chairman, said that since 1986, about 63 foreign 
investors had been issued with permits for agricultural, 
tourism and manufacturing ventures totalling | 32.5 mil- 
lion US dollars in cash and machinery. 


A total of 921 companies had been registered as manu- 
facturers, 25 issued with certificates of incentives whiie 
34 enterprises had been accorded investor status. 


Cde Masheke was opening the first Investment Council 
of Zambia seminar at Lusaka’s Hotel Inter-Continental. 


He noted that complaints on the cumbersome proce- 
dures used by the government had been numerous and 
this had contributed to investors’ confusion over what 
the outcome of their investment inquiries was. 


It was for this reason that the council was established so 
that the administrative mechanism concerning invest- 
ment matters could be speeded up. 


Cde Masheke said, however, that the record could have 
been better had it not been for economic problems. 


Reflecting on the code’s review, Cde Masheke said that 
work had reached an advanced stage with every idea and 
concern expressed by individuals, organisations and 
businessmen being considered. 


While saying that it would be unwise for him to pre-empt 
the official announcement of the recommendations. he 
assured investors that these would include views con- 
veyed to the State. 
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And giving a vote of thanks, Amaka Holdings ex.cutive 
chairman, Mahesh Ranchhod said that Zambia now 
needed an attractive investnicnt code. [passage omitted] 


* Copper Prices Up; Export Earnings Increase 
34000035c Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
29 Aug 89 pl 


[Text] Prime Minister General Malimba Masheke has 
appointed a task force to look into problems of the 
movement of copper to poris. 


Announcing this yesterday, a Cabinet office spokesman 
said the task force to be headed by director-general of the 
Zambia Housing and Propertics Development Corpora- 
tion Cde Haswell Mwale has been directed to start work 
right away. 


Members of the force are Cde Nedson Nyon, permanent 
secretary, Ministry of Power, Transport and Communi- 
cations, Cde David Matongo, chief executive for Con- 
tract Haulage and UBZ, Cde Standwell Mapara, general 
manager Tazara, Cde Daniel Mhango, managing 
director, Zambia Railways. 


Cde Edward Sinkamba from Cabinet Office and three 
others have been appointed to act as secretaries. 


At the weekend, President Kaunda disclosed that more 
than 17,000 tonnes of Zambian copper is stuck in 
Zimbabwe because all the railway lines in Mozambique 
have been hit by Renamo bandits. 


He said it was part of South Africa's destabilisation 
policy in the form of support for the MNR [Mozambique 
National Resistance] bandits. 


Lately there has been a spate of copper thefts while in 
transit to ports. 


Zana reports: A SADCC [South African Development 
Coordination Conference] report released at the just 
ended tenth summit of the organisation says Zambia's 
export earnings increased from K8 billion in 1987 to 
K9.6 billion in 1988. 


The rise is despite the decline in the volume of copper 
exports which fell from 475.554 tonnes in 1987 to 
419,170 tonnes in 1988, it adds. 


Exports of lead also declined from 4,446 to 3,780 tonnes 
during the same period. 


The increase in export earnings 1s attributable mainly to 
a higher price of copper which rose from 1.018 pounds 
sterling a tonne in 1987 to 1,372 pounds sterling a tonne 
in 1988. 


Earnings from non-traditicnal exports amounted to $80 
million or 16.6 percent, the report says. 


It adds, however, imports increased slightly from K5.6 
billion in 1987 to K6 billion in 1988 
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* Poor Planning Again Hinders C1 op Collection 


34000042D Lusaka ZAMBIA DAIL: MAIL in English 
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[Text] la May this year, government set October 20 as 
the deadline for the year's crop haulage and formed a 
task force to ensure that the exercise was more effective 
than the previous years when yield waste was high. 


Power, Transport and Communications Minister, Brig- 
adier-General Enos Haimbe, said then that it was impor- 
tant that a strategy be mapped out to prevent past 
mistakes which had cost the country heavily in wasted 


crops. 


The minister's contention was that most of the problems 
associated to the haulage exercise previously, were due to 
lack of careful and realistic planning rather than inade- 
quate facilities. 


Today is the fourth day of September and by govern- 
ment’s calculation, the haulage exercise should be 
through within 46 days inclusive. 


But, the way things are going it appears a big IF that the 
many problems that have surfaced over the past few 
weeks can be solved in time for those given this great 
responsibility to beat the deadline—as well as the rains. 


In the Eastern Province yesterday, Party Secretary Gen- 
eral Cde Grey Zulu, heard that the Eastern Cooperative 
Union has only managed to secure K25 million out of 
the K500 million it needs to purchase crops from the 
province's farmers. 


Besides this problem, Cde Zulu was also told by Provin- 
cial Political Secretary, Cde Evaristo Mutale, that the 
province had not received enough empty grain bags. 


The Eastern Province is not the only one facing such 
problems. In the Southern Province, Kalomo’s district 
executive secretary Coullard Chibonta, noting the late 
arrival of empty grain bags, warned that unless haulage 
Starts now, more than 1.4 million bags of maize could go 
to waste. 


Kalomo has a shortfall of some 400,000 grain bags and 
from the previous season's harvest some 104,000 bags of 
maize have not been collected because of a serious 
transport shortage. 


Grading of feeder and improvement of trunk roads has 
been one of the main problems concerning haulage, then 
come the shortage of transport with truckers refusing to 
risk their vehicles on bad roads. The shortage of grain 
bags and lack of money to pay the farmers also frustrate 
the exercise. 


District councils have responded well to improving 
feeder roads but most still look like they await assistance 
from central government. Truckers too have complained 
about lack of spares and tires for their vehicles. Grain 
bags are ordered (20 million this year) but never seem to 
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arrive on time while it appears cooperatives are finding 
it hard to secure money from banks to buy crops. 


All these are issues which obviously the task force 
formed to deal with this year’s exercise addressed. By the 
look of things however, they have had quite a problem to 
resolve most of the issues. 


It would be foolhardy for us to suggest that the annual 
crop haulage exercise is an easy one. Far from it. The 
forces at play are simply too many and too important for 
us to belittle the issue. 


But as we have observed before, this issue is not new at 
all. It has been with us since commercial consumption 
cictated the issue. Surely, by now we should have mas- 
tered how to handle the haulage exercise to eliminate 
giving ourselves dead'ines we never seem to meet. 


We agree with Cde Haimbe that most problems associ- 
ated with crop haulage are due to lack of ca ul and 
realistic planning. It is therefore, time that we took. 
of that. It will encourage the farmers to step up produ 
tion and force mealie meal prices down. 


* Delay in Paying Mealie Meal Traders Unexplained 


34000042A Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
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[Text] The Ministry of Finance is in the dark about the 
delays by the National Saving and Credit banks in some 
districts to pay traders for mexlie meal which they sold 
on coupons. 


Senior permanent secretary at the ministry Cde Leonard 
Nkhata said at the weekend as far as his office was 
concerned there should be no problems in paying out the 
traders because money was always available at the banks. 


Some traders in Livingstone last month threatened to 
stop selling mealie meal on coupons because of delays in 


payment. 


The traders claimed they were told at the post office 
there was no money to pay for mealie meal coupons. 


But Cde Nkhata said the ministry released “large sums 
of money” as an advance to the banks. Branches have 
some revolving fund for payment purposes as well, he 
added. 


He suspected there could be some “management prob- 
lems” at the banks and he promised to follow up the 
complaints. 


And the sporadic issuing of coupons has angered many 
people who are forced to buy mealie meal at economic 
price of K114.50 for a 25 bag of breakfast meal. 
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* ADB Provides 93 Million Kwacha Loan 
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[Text] Zambia has secured a K93 million loan from the 
African Development Bank [ADB] under two separate 
agreements signed recently between the parties. 


The statutory instrument No '!0 of 1989 signed by 
Finance Minister Cde Gibson Chigaga in the latest 
Gazette, says a loan agreement of K48,914,730 had been 
sealed. 


The Gazette does not say the purpose of the loan. The 
ADB has also lent Zambia K45,038,760. 


Meanwhile, an Act to dissolve Namboard has been 
gazetted. The Act seeks to repeal and replace the Nam- 
board Act of 1969 so as to dissolve the board and to 
transfer the assets, rights, liabilities and obligations of 
the same to the Zambia Cooperative Federation (ZCF) 
ind to Nitrogen Chemicals of Zambia (NCZ). 


Ard in Lusaka the remaining workers at the Namboard 
headquarters were idling around the offices awaiting 
further instructions from ZCF, their new employers. 


Some of the workers talked to yesterday said they 
reported for work and knocked off any time they felt like 
as their fate was not yet clear. 


The workers who have finally taken up the offer at ZCF 
said transfer details had not yet becn worked out by the 
their new employers. 


Abour 94 staff have remained at the board “to wind up 
the affairs” of the board. 


Namboard dissolution had become a thorny issue as the 
workers earlier refused to take up their new appoint- 
ments until they were paid their terminal benefits, while 
the Government was also taken tc task by back-benchers 
for scrapping the body without tabling the matter in 
Parliament. 


But most of the workers have been absorbed by ZCF 
where they have been given a better package as com- 
pared to what they used to get previously. 


ZCF will have powers to import and export controlled 
products, non-controlled products and agricultural req- 
uisites. It will also market fertilizer and provide storage 
handling facilities for crops. 


Agriculture and Cooperative Minister Cde Justin 
Mukando said last month that ZCF was more viable 
than Namboard because it was involved in manufac- 
turing and marketing ventures. 


Workers under ZCF had chances of advancing in their 
careers because more training opportunities were 
ofizred. 


FBIS-AFR-89-220-S 
16 November 1989 


* ZCCM Posis Profits of 1.1 Million Kwachas 
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[Text] ZCCM [Zambia Consolidated Copper Mines] has 
recorded a profit of Ki,153 m’ lion from metal trading 
for the quarter ended June 30 this year against a pro.it of 
K548 million in the corresponding period of 1988. 


The spokesman announced in Lusaka yesterday that 
taling into account exchange loss, taxation charges, 
interest and other items, the group made a net profit of 
K372 million for the quarter under review. 


Last year’s net profit was K211 million. The total rev- 
enue for the June 1989 quarter was K 5.234 million—an 
increase of 48 percent over the K3,528 million achieved 
in the last quarter. 


The spokesman said in a statement released yesterday 
copper production for the quarter ended June 30, 1989 
at 115,908 tonnes was 27,042 tonnes higher than the 
88,866 tonnes achieved in the last quarter. 


Copper sales out of the company’s production at 11,016 
tonnes for the quarter were 13,874 tonnes higher than 
the 97,142 tonnes sold during the June 1988 quarter. 


Copper brought in and delivered to the group's cus- 
tomers by its associated company, Memaco Trading, was 
8,231 tonnes lower than the tonnage for the corre- 
sponding quarter. 


The average price of copper at K28,507 a tonne for the 
quarter was 49 percent higher than the K19,106 a tonne 
realised in the corresponding quarter of 1988, said the 
spokesman. 


Cobalt production at 863 tonnes for the quarier was 20 
percent lower than |,997 tonnes produced in the corre- 
sponding quarter of 1988. 


* ZESCO Losses To Rise to 145 Million Kwachas 


340000356 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in English 
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[Text] Zesco will suffer a staggering loss of K145 million 
because of the destruction of the Kafue Gorge power 
station, a major Company witness told the Sakala : .m- 
mission of inquiry yesterday. 


He described the company’s financial standing as “disas- 
trous” after the accident in March. 


The company will increase its tariffs by 40 percent in 
October and with the current surcharge levels, projec- 
tions have set the loss by the end of the financial year in 
March 1990 at K145 million. 


Before the disaster, Zesco expected to reap a net profit of 
K18.2 million but soon after the accident the revised loss 
figure was put at K114.9 million taking devaluation, the 
surcharge and increased tariffs into account Zesco 
arrived at the current lost figure. 
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Zesco will suffer a financial loss of $6.7 muiilion up to 
October in exports and $9.6 million incurred by the 
same date in power import costs. 


The witness told the commission headed by Supreme 
Court Judge Mr Justice Ernest Sakala that if the Gov- 
ernment allowed Zesco 100 percent foreign exchange 
retention, it would help ease its problems. 


A wrangle is ia the meantime raging between the Bank of 
Zambia and the Zimbabwean central bank over payment 
of a debt owed to Zesco amounting to $17 million in 
power exporis. 


An agreement between the two governments was signed 
some years back but Zambia realised it was losing out 
due to exchange rate fluctuations and decided to demand 
tariffs in US dollars. 


But after the PTA [Preferential Trade Area: Eastern 
Southern Africa] agreement ushering in Uapta currency, 
Zimbabwe insisted that electricity came under PTA and 
hence preferred to pay in Uapta, he said. 


Zesco was also owed some K10 million by Government 
institutions who “normally” siayed as long as six to 
seven months without paying. 


Local authorities from December last year to March this 
year owed up to K6.4 million but parastatals were the 
best p-vymasters, he said. 


The majority of the private consumers were the “worst” 
paymasters who owed some K45.2 million bv last year. 


He complained that Zesco had only 21 qualified accoun- 
tants instcad of the required 54. 


The company has had no problems financing the reha- 
bilitation of the Kafue Gorge power station because of 
the firm donor support. 


“From the total of $35.8 million required, there was enly 
a shortfall of $9.7 million. Sweden, Norway anu the 
African Development Fund covered the initial phases of 
the programme which includes some improvements to 
the plant,” he said. 


The witness also complained that Zesco has only four to 
five percent success with Femac. It means that out of 100 
applications, only four are successful. 


* Measles Outbreak Contained by Vaccination 


34000140 Lusaka TIMES OF ZAMBIA in Enelish 
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[Text] The measles epidemic which hit Lusaka’s high 
density areas a month ago affecting 65 percent of the 
child population has been contained, deputy director of 
medical services Dr Sam Nyaywa has said. 


Dr Nyaywa said the Lusaka Urban district council's 
medical staff in conjunction with the University 
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Teaching Hospital (UTH) launched an intensive immu- 
nization campaign, vaccinating every child under the age 
of 15 years. 


He attributed the success to parents for their cooperation 
by allowing children to be vaccinated. 


He refuted ciaims the killer disease had claimed lives 
saying no child had died since it vu: vke out. 


He appealed to parents to take any child above the age of 
eight months for immunization against measles. 


The disease could recur in a child up to the age of 15 
years but could be prevented by immunization. 


Dr Nyaywa said the disease broke out in Lusaka at a time 
when reports from various provincial headquarters and 
rural areas showed a drastic drop in measles cases. 


He noted that cases which were reported at Chilenje 
South and Woodlands townships had showed the 
majority of the victims were around the age of five years. 


“Since only 35 to 40 percent children were immunized in 
1984, this can best explain the immunization exercise 
and all these are vulnerable to the disease,” he said. 


The exercise was mainly intensified in the high density 
areas “and this is why there was an outbreak in areas like 
Woodlands where the exercise was not conducted during 
the period”. 


Dr Nyaywa said the Health Ministry would ensure every 
child above the age of eight months received the vacci- 
nation to avoid a future outbreak of the disease. 


He appealed to the parents to take advantage of the 
opportunity which would reach its peak this year during 
the Women’s Week in October. 


Zimbabwe 


* Tekere’s ZUM To Contest All Seats 


34000063b Bulawayo SUNDAY NEWS in English 
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[Text] Mutare—The Zimbabwe Unity Movemeat 
(ZUM) led by Cde Edgar Tekere will contest all the seats 
at stake in Zimbabwe's general elections scheduled for 
next year. 


This was announced here yesterday by the ZUM leader 
when he addressed a rally. “I don’t intend to be in 
opposition,” Cde Tekere declared. 


Cde Tekere, addressing his first public meeting in his 
Mutare Urban constituency since ZUM’s formation, 
continued with his crusade against the ruling ZANU 
(PF) [Zimbabwe African National Union Patriotic 
Front] Government, accusing it of failing to create 
employment and destroying its own social base. 
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Cde Tekere (51) further charged that the unity agreement 
between ZANU (PF) and PF-ZAPU [Patriotic Front- 
Zimbabwe African People’s Unionwas plastic, saying Dr 
Joshua Nkomo’s party had been conned in a bid to drive 
Zimbabwe into a one-party state. 


“We have one million unemployed people here. Our 
people are being forced to seek work in neighbouring 
countries, including Mozambique. Zimbabwe has 
become a beggar to Botswana. This is very embarrass- 
ing,” he said. 


Cde Tekere arrived at Sakubva Stadium in this eastern 
border town in a beige Jaguar car shortly before | pm. He 
was greeted by abot 5,000 supporters chanting: “Two 
Boy! Two Boy! 


Soon after his arrival, he took off his jacket and tie, 
screaming: “There is nobody who should forbid any 
Zimbabwean to hold a public meeting. The only require- 
ment is that the police should be informed, and not to be 
asked for their permission. 


“Refusing permission only happens in a situation where 
there is outright oppression like in South Africa.” 


ZUM officials said the party had been denied permission 
on four occasions here to address such mectings. No 
reasons had been given for the refusal. 


The ZUM leader accused President Mugabe of creating a 
ruling clique around him which was “feeding on corrup- 
tion.” 


He said the Sandura Commission’s probe on the bus 
assembly companies had been “cooked up” and its 
report would never be released. 


Cde Tekere said he was forced to form ZUM because of 
the increase of corruption cases in Zimbabwe, nine years 
after independence. 


Before his arrival at the stadium party officials intro- 
duced the ZUM national and provincial steering com- 
mittees, members of which had travelled from as far 1s 
Bulawayo. 


One such member was former Gweru Mayor Pucrick 
Kombayi, who urged ZUM supporters to register as 
voters and to guard against what he called the possible 
rigging of the 1990 general elections. —ZIANA. 


* Firms Discriminate Against Socialist-Educated 


34000063d Bulawayo THE CHRONICLE in English 
25 Sep 89 p 4 


{Commentary: “Discrimination a Sad Paradox’’] 


[Text] A move by the Government to evaluate degrees 
obtained by Zimbabweans in socialist countries, as 
reported yesterday in our sister paper, THE SUNDAY 
NEWS is to be welcomed as it is likely to ease frustra- 
tions that many Zimbabweans educated in Eastern 
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Europe or Cuba have endured at the hands of prospec- 
tive employers or of those under whom they work. 


The Secretary to the President and Cabinet Cde Charlies 
Utete, was reported as saying that the Department of 
National Scholarships had been instructed to set up a 
panel to assess foreign qualifications with the aim of 
helping potential employers in their choice of man- 
power. 


It is a sad paradox that, while socialist countries offered 
many scholarships to Zimbabweans before !Indepen- 
dence and continue to do so today, the qualifications of 
some of these Zimbabweans are frowned upon here at 
home, especially in the private sector. 


Rumblings of discontent have been heard since Indepen- 
dence as those who were educated in socialist countries 
found it difficult to secure jobs while their counterparts 
educated in the West literally walked into jobs. The 
former therefore felt discriminated against on account 
not of the quality of their education—which they have 
always contended, and perhaps with justification too, to 
be high—but on ideological grounds. 


When it is considered that our economy is still mainly in 
the hands of whites and that many of these owners of the 
means of production have a pathological hatred or fear 
of socialism, which some openly regard as “commu- 
nism,” it should come as no big surprise that Zimba- 
bweans trained or educated in “communist” countries 
should find it difficult to utilise their skills for the benefit 
of the motherland. 


The problem would therefore seem to stem trom ideo- 
logical differences between diehard capitalists and 
socialists rather than from differences in the quality of 
qualifications, which are unfortunately being used as a 
smoke-screen by critics of socialist-educated Zimba- 
bweans. 


Thus the suggested foreign qualifications panel might 
also wish to consider ways of transforming the attitudes 
of employers—perhaps by convincing them that educa- 
tion in the East is not inferior to that in the West—to 
make them more amenable to competent holders of 
qualifications from socialist countries in the same way 
that they select those tutored in the West. 


The panel should also bring to an end a requirement 
whereby some Zimbabweans trained in socialist coun- 
tries whose standards we all know to be high, must sit a 
locally-set examination, for instance in the Department 
of Veterinary Services, in order for their qualifications to 
be recognised here. Yet there has been no known public 
outcry about the manner in which they have performed 
their duties since returning home. 


This appears to be an unnecessary contradiction in our 
manpower development strategies. It should be done 
away with. 
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* Growth in Main Economic Sectors Reported 


34000064C Harare THE FINANCIAL GAZETTE 
in English 22 Sep 89 p 1 


[Text] With indications of yet another record year for the 
country’s main economic sectors, government Statistics 
released this week show significant growth in the mining, 
manufacturing, and agricultural industries. 


External trade patterns show that South Africa remains 
Zimbabwe's largest trading partner, both for imports and 
exports, followed by the United Kingdom, West Ger- 
many, and the United States. 


According to the CSO [Central Statistical Office] figures, 
manufacturing production in the first quarter of 1989 
rose by 8,7 percent over the previous year, with the 
chemical and oil products subsector recording the 
highest increase: 13,2 percent. This was followed by 
textiles (including ginning) production which went up by 
10.2 percent. 


Metal production rose by 10 percent, while foodstuffs 
(including stockfeeds) output rose in volume production- 
by 3.8 percent. However, a decrease of 3.9 percent was 
recorded in drink and tobacco production. 


In the mining sector, overall volume production rose by 
2.4 percent between January and April, 1989, over the 
same period last year, with the largest increase in pro- 
duction at 5.8 percent, being for copper. Nickel produc- 
tion rose 5,3 percent, and gold by 2.7 percent. Decreases 
were recorded for asbestos production (6.8 percent), and 
coal (3 percent). 


The unit value index went up by 28.6 percent, and this, 
combined with the increase in volume, resulted in an 
increase of 27.1 percent in the value of output, according 
to the CSO’s figures. 


For agricultural marketed produce, total crop sales in the 
first half of 1989 totalled $495.3m, an 8,1 percent 
increase over the 1988 half-year. Of the total sales, 
$453,8m were in respect of deliveries from commercial 
areas, and $41,.5m for crops from communal and reset- 
tlement lands. 


Maize deliveries, at 166371 tonnes for the period Jan- 
uary to June, 1989, were up by 22,5 percent, while 
flue-cured tobacco deliveries, totalling 56165 tonnes, 
reflected an increase of 9,5 percent. 


However, wheat deliveries, which totalled 1682 tonnes, 
were down by 89.1 percent compared to last year’s 
deliveries, while soya bean deliveries, totalling 102553 
tonnes, were down by 11,4 percent. Cotton deliveries, at 
106978 tonnes, dropped 2,5 percent. 


Cattle slaughtering by the CSC [Cold Storage Commis- 
sion} numbered 132200 for the six months up to June, 
1989. This represented an 8.4 percent decrease in the 
number of slaughterings, although the value increased by 
12.7 percent. 
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* Record Export Earnings Expected in 1989 


34000064D Harare THE HERALD-BUSINESS 
HERALD in English 21 Sep 89 pp 1, 3 


[Article by Lynda Loxton] 


[Text] Exports are now forecast to reach a record $3,1 
billion this year while imports are expected to grow at a 
faster rate to around $2,4 billion. But foreign exchange 
shortages can still be expected until the trade liberaliza- 
tion programme falls into place. 


According to Standard Chartered Bank’s latest economic 
bulletin, strong export growth in the first half of the year 
is now easing but imports continue to grow strongly 
although in real terms allocations are not going as far as 
they used to. 


This indicates the need for even further efforts to 
increase exports and/or to secure foreign capital inflows 
to ease the foreign exchange constraints affecting growth 
in the major productive sectors. 


The bulletin said that last year exports grew 18.5 percent 
to $2,8 billion, or almost double the growth in 1987, 
while imports rose 21 percent to $2,15 billion—their 
fastest growth since 1981. 


“Despite this, imports in terms of (the IMF’s) special 
drawing rights, at SDRs 824 million, were no higher than 
in 1985 and 35 percent below their 1981 peak.” 


Aware that this kind of comparison has been attacked by 
the Government in the past, the bulletin went on to say 
that the “argument that the SDR is an inappropriate unit 
for measuring the country’s import capacity because some 
15 percent of imports are sourced from South Africa, 
whose weakening currency is not taken into account when 
SDR measurement is used, is unconvincing. 


“The bulk of Zimbabwe’s imports emanate from OECD 
[Organization for Economic Cooper: tion and Develop- 
ment] (rich Western) countries and oil producers, all of 
whose currencies are substantially affected by movements 
in both the US dollar and the SDR. 


“Furthermore, as the rand weakens, so South Africans 
have increasingly invoiced their exports in hard curren- 
cies.” 


The bulletin said that there was already some evidence 
that after a strong start, manufactured exports were now 
showing “some slippage” while the outbreak of foot and 
mouth disease could reduce export earnings from beef by 
more than $75 million. 
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But tobacco exports had surged ahead, rising some 21! 
percent in the first seven months of the year and fetching 
substantially higher prices. In the first half of the year, 
tobacco exports rose 66 percent in value to $267 million. 


This growth was expected to flatten out later in the year, 
but tobacco exports were expected to rise at least 25 
percent this year to more than $650 million, thereby 
more than making up for lost beef exports. 


Cotton and maize exports were also expected to be lower 
because of the smaller cotton crop and continuing trans- 
port problems. 


But non-gold mineral earnings have been buoyant, espe- 
cially for nickel, ferrochrome and copper although gold 
earnings had been hit by weaker prices. 


“Overall, export growth is likely to fall well short of last 
year’s 21 percent when exports rose some $450 million,” 
said the bulletin. 


“The Zimbabwe dollar appreciated, in nominal terms in 
the first half of the year and this will also have slowed 
export value growth to some degree, though the 10 
percent fall against the US dollar since the end of 1988 
has boosted commodity export earnings in domestic 
currency terms. 


“In this situation, export expansion in 1989 is likely to 
slow to around $300 million or abo: 10 percent. 


“Imports are expected to grow rather faster, reflecting 
higher international inflation, firmer oil prices, Zim- 
babwe dollar depreciation and some volume growth. 


“Asa result, the trade surplus is forecast to decline slightly 
and with the deficit on invisibles continuing to increase, a 
marginal deficit on current account is anticipated. But 
with reduced capital outflows, reflecting a lower debt- 
service ratio and less disinvestment, the overall payments 
position is forecast to remain in surplus. 


“Although the official capital account figures for 1987/8 
show a net inflow of capital, the country has, in fact, 
been a net exporter once repayments to the IMF are 
taken into account. 


“Zimbabwe's foreign debt is estimated at $4,5 billion 
and the debt service ratio (interest and capital repay- 
ments as a ratio of exports) for 1989 is estimated at 23 
percent, down from more than 30 percent two years ago. 


“However, in the early 1990s, the debt-service ratio is 
forecast to flatten out at around 20 percent of exports, 
implying that further substitution of imports for debt- 
service payments will no longer be possible and import 
capacity growth will have to be financed from export 
expansion or foreign capital inflows.” 
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Liberia 


* Five Finance Ministry Officials Removed 


34000084A Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
7 Sep 89 pp I, 4 


[Excerpts] A firestorm swept through the Ministry of 
Finance yesterday leaving five sections of that ministry 
headless. [passage omitted]. 


Those dismissed by President Doe were Deputy Minister 
for Administration Michael D. Titoe, Deputy Minister 
for Expenditure and Debt Management Pewu Subah, 
and Deputy Minister for Revenues Mathew Zarzar. 


Others relieved of their posts by the President were 
Commissioner of Customs and Excise Thomas Garlo 
and Comptroller Morris Nyahway. 


In the wake of the presidential action yesterday, Presi- 
dent Samuel K. Doe directed that as of September 6 no 
deputy minister or other official of the Ministry of 
Finance other than the Finance Minister is to commit 
Government or authorize payments. 


It may be recalled that in 1987 Dr Doe, in an effort to 
control and monitor revenue generation in the country, 
dismissed several customs employees and some Finance 
Ministry officials. In that exercise two Lebanese were 
deported for cheating the Liberian Government. 


It should also be recalled that at the beginning of fiscal 
year 1989, President Samuel Doe mandated all heads of 
government ministries and autonomous agencies to 
operate within their budgets. He warned them, at the 
time, against committing Government or asking Gov- 
ernment for extra-budgetary funds for any activity not 
covered by their budgets. 


* Unity Party Rejects ‘Religious Party’ Label 
34000084B Monrov.a DAILY OBSERVER in English 
18 Sep 89 pp 1, 6 


[Excerpts] The Unity Party (UP) has affirmed that it is 
not a religious party and will never undertake to estab- 
lish an Islat.ic state. 


Last week the ““News” newspaper reported that NDPL 
[National Democratic Party of Liberia] chairman Dr 
Augustus F. Caine, had alleged that the Unity Party had 
promised to make Liberia an Islamic state. 


But in its reaction over the weekend, UP said it strongly 
believes in the separation of church and state and is 
prepared to uphold the constitution which calls for the 
establishment of no state religion. 


In a statement, UP said while it is not the policy of the 
party to engage in “an irresponsible mud-slinging 
match,” it is important to respond to the allegation since 
the NDPL chairman “has seen fit to falsely and child- 
ishly concoct a piece of propaganda.” 
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The UP said the remarks of Dr Caine do not come as a 
surprise as the opposition parties in the country “have 
on a number of occasions been victims of concocted 
machinations and lies”. 


The UP’s statement, signed by its secretary general, 
Walter Wisner, called on the NDPL to pay attention to 
the important task of running the government rather 
than engaging in “infantile propaganda.” [passage 
omitted] 


* Ship Registration Fee Reduced as Incentive 


34000084C Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
21 Sep 89 p6 


{Text} Liberia has substantially reduced the initial regis- 
tration fees for all ships to be registered under the Liberia 
flag in a bid to attract more business to the country’s 
maritime registry. This action takes immediate effect. 


According to Executive Order Number 3 signed by 
President Samuel Kanyon Doe, the Bureau of Maritime 
Affairs has been directed to suspend the current fee of 
$1.20 per net ton as is normally charged and instead 
instituce a flat charge of $2,500 per vessel as administra- 
tive cost. 


The substantial reduction in cost will benefit ship owners 
who own very large carriers which may each cost up to 
$100,000 or more for registration. 


* Germany Allocates $3 Million for Water System 


34000084D Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
28 Sep 89 p 8 


[Article by S. Togba Slewion] 


[Text] Approximately 5.4 million dutch marks (US $3m) 
has been allocated by the German government to 
improve the operations of the Liberia Water and Sewer 
Corporation (LWSC) over a three year period beginning 
1991. 


The amount is said to be part of the German Technical 
Assistance Project (GTZ) for the LWSC to be under- 
taken for three years following the end of the present 
GTZ project. The present project is expected to end next 
year. 


The LWSC managing director, Mr Peter Bemah, and 
GTZ project manager, Dr Alex Burns, in an exclusive 
interview with the Daily Observer, said agreement for 
the release of the funds was reached at a recent meeting 
between the Liberian government and an expert from the 
German Ministry of Economic Cooperation. 


The two officials added that the German government has 
agreed to provide additional funds to the corporation 
over the life span of the project provided the LWSC 
reduces its water loss and increases its present revenue 
generation by about $50,000 a month. The present 
revenue is $350,000 a month. 


28 WEST AFRICA 


The German government has also agreed to provide 
spare parts to maintain LWSC’s outstation facilities over 
the life of the GTZ project. 


Messrs Bemah and Burns added that this assistance will 
form part of the next phase of the GTZ project which 
will begin in 1991. The GTZ assistance projects are 
renewable every three years which means the next phase 
should end in 1993. 


This paper was told that the LWSC was successful in 
renewing the GTZ contract because of the success of the 
present contract. Appreciation was expressed to both 
expatriate and Liberian staff for a job well done. 


GTZ collaboration with LWSC is said to have begun in 
1986 with the infusion of funds by the World Bank, the 
African Development Bank and the German Govern- 
ment. 


In 1987 the World Bank and African Development Bank 
pulled out of the project because of debt servicing 
problems with the Liberian government. After the with- 
drawal of these two international institutions, the 
German government took over the World Bank’s com- 
ponent of the project, spending DM6.5 million (US 
$3.5m) over the past two years. 


* Government Piedges LAMCO Mining To Continue 


34000084E Monrovia DAILY OBSERVER in English 
15 Sep 89 pp 1, 6 


[Text] The Government of Liberia has declared its 
determination to maintain a viable mining operation in 
Yekepa, Nimba County, and Buchanan, Grand Bassa 
County, in support of the economic well-being of the 
nation and its people. 


Accordingly, the President of Liberia, Dr Samuel 
Kanyon Doe, has issued Executive Order Number Two 
providing for the transition of the exploitation, export, 
sales and general management of the Yekepa and 
Buchanan iron ore operations from the LAMCO 
{Liberian-American-Swedish Minerals Company]. Joint 
Venture Operating Company to the Liberian Mining 
Company (LIMINCO). 


Executive Order Number Two states that in the interest 
of the Republic of Liberia, all title to the assets and rights 
shall revert to Government by virtue of actions taken to 
facilitate the transition from LAMCO to LIMINCO. 


Earlier this year the management of LAMCO informed 
the Government of Liberia of LAMCO’s Plans to stop its 
mining Operation in Liberia at the end of July 1989. 


Despite all efforts by the Government of Liberia to 
encourage LAMCO to remain and operate the Yekepa 
mines, the LAMCO management at a meeting in London 
on July 21, 1989, finally decided to close down its 
mining operation on July 29, 1989, and proceed with the 
liquidation of its operations. 
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Following this action, on June 23, the Government of 
Liberia, realizing the grave negative effects the closure of 
mining in Yekepa would cause, announced that it had 
begun taking measures necessary to ensure that the 
mining of iron ore reserves in the Nimba range would 
continue after the withdrawal of LAMCO. 


An Executive Mansion release issued on June 23, 1989, 
said the Government of Liberia had formally accepted 
the decision of LAMCO to cease operation and withdraw 
from the joint venture. 


At that time the President mandated the relevant min- 
isters of government, who serve on the LAMCO board, 
to receive and review proposals being offered to Govern- 
ment by mining entities interested in replacing LAMCO. 


According to an Information Ministry release, Executive 
Order Number Two constitutes Government’s formal 
declaration of the transition from LAMCO to LIM- 
INCO. 


Under the terms of the Executive Order, and in accor- 
dance with the concession agreement between the Gov- 
ernment of Liberia and LAMCO, upon the termination 
of the concession agreement, all infrastructural develop- 
ment or immovable assets and certain rights and prop- 
erties used by LAMCO in its mining and related activi- 
ties become the property of the Government of Liberia. 


Accordingly, the Minister of Justice has been ordered to 
take any and all actions necessary for the cancellation 
and termination of the LAMCO concession agreement. 


The Ministers of Finance, Justice, Lands/Mines and 
Energy, and the LAMCO transition committee are to 
take any and all actions deemed necessary to secure and 
protect all documents and assets relative and within the 
concession area, and ensure the continuation of mining 
of all iron ore deposits within the concession area. 


On the question of compensation to LAMCO, the exec- 
utive order said the government shall pioceed promptly 
to determine what compensation, if any, is appropriate 
in light of all relevant circumstances. 


Meanwhile, the Liberian leader has assured the 
employees of LAMCO, citizens of Nimba County, and 
the people of Liberia of government’s determination to 
achieve a resurgence in the mining industry in Liberia, 
especially in Nimba County, and will spare no effort to 
achieve this objective. 


Mali 


* Japanese Subsidy for Food, Irrigation Project 


34190368c Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
18 Jul 89 p 1 


[Text] Yesterday morning, Mr Foune Sylla and Mr 
Sadamu Fujiwara, the charges d'affaires at the embassies 
of Mali and Japan, signed an exchange of memoranda 
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concerning a grant of 658,580,000 CFA [African Finan- 
cial Community] francs from Japan for the development 
project in the Baguineda area. 


The grant was made both as a response to a request from 
the Government of Mali and as a contribution toward 
alleviating the food shortage caused by climatic condi- 
tions. The grant will make available the products and 
services needed to build irrigation and draiiage ditches. 


Nigeria 


* Babangida Confounds Pundits, Creates Two Parties 


34000137b Ikeja AFRICAN CONCORD in English 
23 Oct 89 pp 8-15 


{Article by Babafemi Ojudu, Sam Omatseye, Timothy 
Bonett, Sam Ezenwa, Anuma Ishaka, Kayode Osifeso, 
Tosin Fapojuwo and Kola King, Mathew Onwudinjo, 
Ajibade Olubunmi, Edwin Attah, Reuben Yumane, 
Abdulahi Zuru, Rasheed Williams, Unike Nawa, Anietie 
Ukpe, Sani Zorro, Aliyu Tsafe, Tinu Odugbemi, Paul 
Alade, Thomas Adejo, and Ebun Obadofin: “The New 
Politics”’] 


[Text] Six o’clock in Lagos and the usual outdoor all- 
night weekend parties are being deserted. Like on a big 
football match day, tension and expectation run high. 
Nigerians across the country hurry home to tune in to 
their radio an television sets for the 7 o’clock appoint- 
ment with their President. The attention of the whole 
nation is focused on the man with whom lies the wisdom 
to select the two parties from among six associations 
expected to see Nigeria through a third attempt at 
democracy. 


Suspense, then a bang. He has done it again. General 
Ibrahim Badamasi Babangida has surprised the country 
once again. None of the six political associations recom- 
mended by National Electoral Commission (NEC) for 
consideration for registration as political parties mea. 
sure up to the standard expected by the Armed Forces 
Ruling Council (AFRC). 


The political associations, according to President 
Babangida, fell short of his idea of good parties. They 
were not “well established’, not “properly organised and 
widely trusted” and neither did they possess “internal 
consistency in philosophy and action.” 


For these and other shortcomings, they were disbanded. 
Two new parties were legislated into existence instead: 
the Social Democratic Party (SDP) and the National 
Republican Convention (NRC). it was a signal for a new 
beginning; what the President in his 68-minute broad- 
cast to ‘he nation termed “the dawn of a new social 
political order.” 


Two weeks earlier, virtually every Nigerian had turned a 
forecaster. Tap any man or woman on the street and he 
or she would readily tell you which to the associations in 
his permutations was likely to be registered. Ask any of 
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the politicians and he would give you scores of reasons 
why he was cocksure his association was certain to be 
registered. 


But when on Saturday 7 October the expectations were 
scuttled, hopes dashed and aspirations crashed. The 
politicians who had invested money, time and energy in 
building the associations seemed to have been left in the 
lurch. 


Like their counterparts who were driven out from the 
State houses in 1983, President Babangida, in what some 
considered a coup of sorts, told Nigerians the newbreed 
politicians had failed woefully again. It was a vote of no 
confidence; the failure of another experiment. The old 
diseases which killed the country’s earlier attempts at 
democracy, he said, had begun to threaten again. The six 
associations recommended by NEC all suffered from old 
ailments—ethnicism, geographical and religious cleav- 
ages, thuggery, factionalism, wheeling and dealing and of 
course, the ‘money bags’ syndrome. 


Above all the President said they were mere reincarna- 
tions of First and Second Republic parties, their mem- 
bers proxies of banned and discredited politicians. Not 
only were they not successful at mobilising people at the 
grassroots, “all the associations” said the President, 
basing his judgement on the NEC report, “made delib- 
erate false claims and...most of them attempted to ‘rig’ 
the (verification) exercise in various ways.” 


Across the nation, politicians and non politicians alike 
cried foul. Others hailed the new arrangement saying it 
was good riddance to bad rubbish. The Nobel! Laureate 
Professor Wole Soyinka saw the AFRC [Armed Forces 
Revolutionary Council] decision as a good chance for 
people like him, a call to socialist and radical academi- 
cians to forget their “purist impotent philosophy” and 
join in the journey towards a sanitized democracy. He 
signified his intention to participate in the new dispen- 
sation. 


For Benson E. Momah, a lecturer at the Nigerian 
Defence Academy, (NDA) Zaira the dissolution of the 
political associations and creation of the two parties 
constituted the “most positive political move” ever 
made by President Babangida. Chief Paul Ajayi, a 
Kaduna-based businessman commended the military 
Government but regretted that the decision would 
adversely affect many people who left their jobs for 
politics. Alhaji Balarabe Musa who has just been released 
from detention for allegedly contravening sections of the 
Transition to Civil Rule Decree called for caution in 
assessing the situation. “The press, the intellectuals 
should be careful now. We have a situation where you 
can not identify a clear direction” he said. 


From the camp of the two leading associations, it was 
bile and anger. There was no pretence to being chari- 
table. Ayo Opadokun, the defunct Peoples Solidarity 
Party (PSP) Director of Organisation was particularly 
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bitter. He described the government's decision as “a 
coup against the wishes and aspirations of the Nigerian 


people.” 


And said Dr David lornem, PSP director of Publicity 
who resigned his Un. versity appointment to go into full 
time politics: “I am shocked beyond belief, | am thor- 
Oughly disappointed.” 


Dr Ahmed Kusamotu, deputy National chairman of 
NNC [Nigerian National Congress] was shocked almost 
beyond expression. He could only say: “I have no strong 
feelings. This is one of the moments to keep silent and 
watch developments.” 


The feeling of outrage expressed by members of the 
disbanded Nigerian National Congress (NNC) and the 
PSP could be understood. They had invested so much in 
money and energy in the exercise and both came tops in 
the NEC reports. From all indications, it was thought 
they were the two associations the AFRC was likely to 
pick for registration. The stage had been set for celebra- 
tions and their members across the country had been 
revelling in self-congratulation. 


Their counterparts in the Nigerian Labour Party (NLP), 
Liberal Convention (LC) and Republican Party of 
Nigeria (RPN) were not so much disappointed. Because 
of their positions on the score table, they were already 
addressing their minds to failure. When all the parties 
were adjudged failures, it was a welcome relief for a large 
number of their members who now see the new arrange- 
ment as another opportunity to make a got at politics. 


“The government had done a good job,” Mallam Abba 
Dabo, the chairman of the Liberal Convention said in a 
statement released to the Press immediately after the 
announcement. For Dr Frederick Fasehun, leader of the 
Nigerian Labour Party [NLP], it was a welcome decision 
NLP, he said, is of the same colouration with the 
legislated Social Democratic Party (SDP). Secretary of 
Liberal Convention, Mr Ojo Maduekwe, found the Pres- 
ident’s decision so distasteful that he immediately 
declared that he wiis through with partisan politics. 


If the views of the officials of the banned associations 
could be attributed to anger that of independent 
observers and political analysts were more stringent and 
critical. Faced with severe obstacles created by NEC 
guidelines analysts argued that the associations could not 
have fared better than they were given credit for. 


Professor Julius Ihonvbere of the Department of Polit- 
icai Studies, University of Political Studies, University 
of Port Harcourt, observed that the government must be 
held responsible for the poor performance of the associ- 
ations. Said he: “the groups were faced with very many 
requirements to fulfill but very little time to do so.” 


The timme constraints imposed on the associations and 
the huge amount involved in establishing offices and 
conducting registration of members nationwide, some 
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analysts reasoned, were responsible for the shortcomings 
noted in the associations by President Babangida. 


Perhaps in anticipation of some of these excuses, the 
President in his broadcast had argued that the political 
groups could not make much hue of the time limit as 
they were considered to have existed as clandestine clubs 
iong before the bank on political activities was lifted last 


May. 
Not impressed by the President’s reasoning, the politi- 
cians argued that not much mobilization could be done 


in an environment where their movements and activities 
were monitored by security agents before the ban on 
politics was lifted. 


Besides, some Nigerians believe that given the controlled 
conditions in which the politicians operated, much could 
not have been expected from the associations. The 
government, it is argued, made it clear from the onset 
that it was in charge and it was not going to brook any 
departure from the guidelines and directives laid down 
for party formation and the registration exercise. 


One of such directives was that the associations should 
not of necessity, uphold any clear-cut ideological per- 
spective—as they were to have nothing to do with 
‘radicalism’ or ‘extremism.’ The prescriptions, it was 
argued, became so daunting that it became uncertain 
what the government wanted and what it was ready to 
tolerate in terms of philosophy, ideology and manifes- 
toes. 


Where some of the associations could have come out 
strongly to mobilise people on the basis of some issues 
fundamental to the people’s existence, they vaccilated, 
pandering to what they thought was the government's 
wishes and played what they termed “the politics of 
registration”. 


The Nigerian Labour Party with a distinct constituency 
alienated a majority of its potential members because its 
leaders would not wish to be seen to be canvassing 
viewpoints which ran counter to government’s position. 
In reaction to the government's distaste for “radicalism 
and extremism,” the Nigerian Labour Party promptly 
banned “radicals and extremists” and made its secretar- 
iats a no-go areas for persons thought to hold ‘extreme’ 
VIEWS. 


And in line with Government wishes, all the associations 
steered clear of canvassing any ideological position to the 
extent that when the time came for the people to pitch 
their tents with a party of their choice, there were hardly 
any options available. 


But ironically, the same government which instructed 
against ideology adduced lack of ideology as one of the 
reasons for not picking any of the associations. While the 
politicians see what they did as the most prudent and 
realistic in the circumstance, analysts feel that if they had 
shown some measure of courage, some vision and 
tenacity of purpose which transcended opportunism, 


FBiS-AFR-89-220-S 
16 November 1989 


they would have succeeded in mobilising a sizeable 
number of Nigerians whom government would not have 
dared to ignore. 


Perhaps the most strongly held objection by the gove »- 
ment to all the six political associations in their link with 
the past. In the broadcast, President Babangida had 
noted that all the six associations could, one way or the 
other and in varying degrees, be traced to banned poli- 
ticians. The leading four, in his opinion, were most guilty 
of this charge. And this has raised the question of how 
realistic it is to expect to have a complete break with 
Nigeria’s past political arrangements. Since the new- 
breed politicians lacked the required political skill and 
were largely inexperienced, it was argued that they could 
not completely sever relations with the old politicians 
who are tutored in the game. 


President Babangida seems, however. not to be totally 
opposed to links with the past. While he understands 
“that the newbreed associations cannot totally divorce 
themselves from the old environment....an old environ- 
ment does not mean the same vegetation, the same trees, 
the same roots.” 


Although the President’s reason for the non-registration 
of any of the associations might not be totally unaccept- 
able, a number of Nigerians were however not impressed 
by the decision. A spectrum of reasons has been sug- 
gested by observers for the decision by the AFRC to 
“decree” the two parties. Some Nigerians are believed to 
hold the view that the government acted as it did because 
members of the AFRC could not easily reach a decision 
on which of the associations should be registered. The 
AFRC’s meeting, 5 October some believed, had to be 
moved to Abuja because of the pressure from lobbyists 
of the associations. 


In spite of the shift in venue, influential members of the 
associations were said to have shifted base to Abuja to 
seek to influence members of the AFRC. Indeed, sec- 
tional interests were said to have been played up and old 
connections—like membership of the same old students 
associations, Community associations, business cartels, 
personal contacts with wives and relations to top army 
officers—were said to have been exploited. 


Membership of some of the polit..al associations by 
retired Generals who still wield considerable influence 
on the military also inspired the position that the rank of 
the AFRC could have been penetrated by the political 
associations. Being ‘political animals’, personal choices 
among members, may not have allowed for an amicable 
and unanimous decision on which of the associations 
should be registered. 


It was even speculated in political circles that some of the 
lobbying carried out by the associations were accompa- 
nied by veiled threats. Some of the associations with 
links in the military were said to have threatened to use 
their ‘boys’ to engineer military insurrection if parties of 
their choice were not registered. 
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Others with firm roots in the ways of the past and a solid 
constituency in religious groups were said to have threat- 
ened to fuel religious discontent. A labour columnist, 
James Umoh James did in fact suggest that the Nigeria 
Labour Congress may be planning a nationwide strike to 
force the hands of the AFRC to register NLP. 


Virtually all the associations, made curious claims to 
having a direct access to President Babangida whom they 
claimed had assured them of what parties would be 
registered. 


Even so, there is the view that the decision not to register 
any of the associations was so well conceived that it 
could not have been an outcome of the two-day meeting 
in Abuja. The decision to ‘decree’ the two parties, the 
elaborate reasons enunciated for that decision and the 
modalities spelt out by the President for the establish- 
ment of the two parties, it was argued, could not have 
come from the “hasty” Abuja meeting. 


Those who hold on to this view believe that the AFRC 
had, from the on set, made up its mind not to register any 
of the associations. Some even went further to suggest 
that the military government could have, going by the 
stringent NEC guidelines and directives, deliberately 
made it difficult for the associations to scale the hurdles. 


The unexpected publication of the outcome of NEC's 
verification exercise a week to the AFRC’s Abuja 
meeting was said to have been meant to prepare the 
minds of Nigerians for the ultimate decision. As the 
score sheet revealed all the associations performed 
poorly and NEC did not fail to emphasise their short- 
comings. 


Peter Oladire, a local politician in Somolu, a suburb of 
Lagos, who believes the AFRC decision was pre- 
determined, said this could be seen in the blanket 
condemnation of all the associations for having links 
with the past. According to him, while it may be true that 
the four leading parties had connections with the politics 
of old, the same could not be said of the NLP and RPN 
{Republican Party of Nigeria] which he claimed “are 
clearly parties of new entrants to partisan politics.” 


A member of the Kwara State Directorate of the dis- 
solved Peoples Front of Nigeria (PFN), Mr Mattew 
Oladipo Adesumi even ‘vent further to insinuate that the 
AFRC decision could suggest the military's determina- 
tion to hold onto power beyond 1992. “By decreeing the 
formation of two political parties which Nigerians must 
willy nilly embrace, the AFRC is giving the signal that 
“the military may likely perpetuate its hold to power by 
merely shedding their khaki uniform for civilian dress in 
1992." he said. 


But in his broadcast to the nation, President Babangida 
allayed such fears and reassured the nation that he and 
his men were bent on quitting the scene in 1992. “There 
san be no doubt that this administration is set on the 
Straight path of a phased disengagement which shall be 
completed by | October, 1992. It is uncharitable to 
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insinuate that this military government does not want to 
go. It is already going.... We shall go and shall by the 
Grace of Allah be succeeded by a party-based democrat- 
ically elected government.” 


Even so, some analysts see nothing novel in the “grass 
root political parties”. Their argument: it is just another 
way of saying that the six political associations should go 
and merge into two parties without the AFRC tacitly 
endorsing such. 


Developments since the two parties were announced 
seem to have given credence to this position. The six 
political associations have been responding to the 
merger option which the President said was one of the 
six possibilities considered by him and his men but was 
dismissed as unviable. The fact that one of the two 
political parties was given a name put together from the 
three associations that had a leaning to the Right may 
not have helped the Government's argument. The 
National Republican Convention (NRC), at least in 
name, appeared to be a merger of Nigeria National 
Congress, Republican Party of Nigeria and the Liberal 
Convention. It may not also be sheer coincidence that 
the NRC and the political associations from which the 
name seems to have been taken ail leaned to the right of 
the ideological spectrum. 


Barely 12 hours afier the President’s announcement, 
leaders of the defunct associations have readily made 
bold to pitch their tents with either of the two parties and 
directed members of their groups to do likewise. And it 
appears the People’s Solidarity Party, the Peoples Front 
of Nigeria and the Nigerian Labour Party—three of the 
six banned associations that could be said to have been 
“a little to the left of the centre’—are opting for the 
Social Democratic Party; while their counterparts which 
are “a little to the right of the centre’—the Nigerian 
National Congress, Liberal Convention, Republican 
Party of Nigeria—seem to have preference for the 
National Republican Convention. 


NEC sources have even suggested that if the associations 
had, prior to the registration exercise, agreed to merge as 
they are now rushing to do, there would have been no 
need for AFRC to decree the two parties. But the 
associations did not appear willing to merge since that 
could hardly be devoid of rancour, horsetrading and 
holding on to rigid positions. 


Rather than give room for this, a source in NEC hinted 
that the government in conjunction with NEC, decided 
on nurturing the two parties from the grassroots as 
President Babangida announced in his broadcast. As if 
reacting to speculations that the whole arrangement is a 
veiled call for merger among the political associations, 
Government officials came out strongly last week to 
warn the politicians that it would not tolerate a gang-up. 
It was emphasised that membership of the political 
parties would not be “on the basis of the former political 
associations through manipulation.” 
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In a statement last Monday by Malam Yusuf Mamman, 
press secretary to the Chief of General Staff, the police 
was empowered to seal off the offices of the political 
associations and enforce their dissolution. Will the dis- 
solution of the associations serve to sufficie~tly stop 
them from ganging up to hijack the two parties? 


AFRICAN CONCORD learnt that in spite of the warn- 
ings by government, underground fusion talks were 
being held last week at the homes of some political 
henchmen and in hotel rooms in Abuja. 


Professor Humphrey Nwosu, NEC . man, told the 
Press in Lagos last week that measures .v ensure that the 
two parties are mass-oriented and not personality-based 
as earlier experienced are being worked out. 


Providing fresh insight into some of the modalities for 
the formation of the parties Nwosu explained that: 


¢ The parties are to be funded by government. 

¢ NEC is saddled with the task of drafting manifestoes 
and a constitution for the parties. 

¢ Party flags, symbols, emblems and colours are to be 
designed by NEC. 

¢ Registration will be conducted at the ward level. 

¢ Registration will be for individuals and not groups or 
gangs. 

¢ Citizens will register where they live and not neces- 
sarily return to their states of origin. 

¢ Registration will attract a token fee. 

¢ Banned and discredited politicians are not register- 
able. 

¢ The Directorate of Social Mobilisation and Depart- 
ments of Information are to be saddled with the task 
of enlightening the people on the new dispensation. 

¢ A decision is yet to be reached on whether or not civil 
servants could register as members of the parties. 


These measures, Nwosu said are in keeping with the 
President’s idea that “in a true political association there 
are no “founders” all are “ Joiners.“ 


However, political analysts disagree with the President's 
theory, arguing that rather than take off as a mass 
organisation, a political party evolves as an actualisation 
of the political philosophy of a few which later gets 
imbibed by other members of the society—through the 
propagation of the ideas of the founding fathers. 


It is reasoned that it is thought the process of evolution 
that the ideas, rather than the founding personalities 
come to symbolise the party and every member of the 
party is seen as subscribers to the ideals the party 
symbolises. 


Yet in the government’s view, that theory has not been 
healthy to Nigeria. Whether the military did really give 
the politicians enough time to try out this option is 
another question. 
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Bent on the new experiment, the Administration has 
given the NEC the go-ahead to synthesize the manifes- 
toes of the 13 political associations and come oui with 
two manifestoes for the parties. 


The electoral body is also saddled with the task of 
grooming the two parties to a point where the people will 
take over. 


Last week, NEC was granted an additional one week—to 
the two weeks it was earlier given—to fashion the frame 
work of the manifestoes and Constitution for the parties. 
The outcome of the exercise is to be forwarded to the 
AFRC for ratification. After the AFRC’s ratification, the 
document will be translated into local languages for the 
people at the grassroots to grasp the import of the clause 
“a little to the lef:, a little to the right of the centre.” 


It is after the enlightenment campaigns that the Admin- 
istrative Secretaries will be appointed to conduct the 
registration and set up the parties. Beyond registration, 
the Administrative Secretaries will organise the parties’ 
conventions at the three levels—local government, state 
and national—where elections into party offices will be 
conducied. It is at these conventions that leaders of the 
parties, to whom NEC will eventually hand over the 
affairs of the parties to, will be elected. 


Queries; are being raised on how workable the new 
experisnent is. Paramount is the level of freedom which 
would be guaranteed in the running of the affairs of 
parties legislated by a military government, run by 
Administrative Secretaries—civil servants—funded by 
government with their manifestoes and constitutions 
drafted and approved by the government. 


In fashioning the manifestoes for the two parties, NEC, 
critics believe, is bound to pander to the wishes, philos- 
ophy and ideology of the Babangida administration. For 
instance, a lecturer at the University of Lagos argue that 
NEC will not dare draft manifestoes that are in contra- 
distinction to the policy of the administration's Struc- 
tural Adjustment Programme. “Neither will it be coura- 
geous to commit any of the parties to providing free and 
comp.lsory education at all levels since the Administra- 
tion had indeed expunged welfarist programme from the 
draft constitution early submitted by the Constituent 
Assembly. 


It has also been said that this additional role for NEC is 
likely to compromise its traditional role of an impartial 
arbiter between the two parties. Thus, a call has even 
been made for its dissolution after the formation of the 
parties so that a new group of electoral officers could be 
appointed to conduct elections. Observed Dr Edwin 
Madunagu of THE GUARDIAN: “An electoral body 
that sets up political parties cannot be independent of 
them.” 


Responding to the criticism, Professor Nwosu said it was 
not the duty of his commission to go into the nitty gritty 
of the manifestoes. Explained he: ““Our task is to provide 
the framework for the manifestoes: the flesh will be put 
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into it by the parties at their national conventions. I 
don’t see how this can affect our duties as an electoral 
body.” 


to what extent Babangida’s experiment is capable of 
steering Nigeria’s politics away from the mistakes of past 
is not yet clear. As the nation runs away from its past, it 
appears by omission, an aspect of the past, a sore one for 
that matter, has been allowed to creep in on the new 
arrangement. The word “Democratic” in the name of 
one of the two parties may, in the hands of some 
mischievous politicians of the opposing party, be 
exploited for negative ends. 


In the Western part of the country, the word “Demo- 
cratic” in the name of one of the two parties may, in the 
hands of some mischievous politicians of the opposing 
party, be exploiied for negative ends. 


In the Western part of the country, the word “Demo- 
cratic” in SDP may turn out to be a reminder of the 
“Operation Wetie” of the early 60’s when in the West, 
politics was seen as war. It was a time when “Demo” 
from Democracy became the catch word for the hardly 
popular Nigerian National Democratic Party NNDP of 
late Chief Samuel Ladoke Akintola. In the Yoruba- 
speaking areas of the country it is feared that a politician 
of NRC conviction could go to a village and campaign 
that SDP is a reincarnation of the “Demo” of old. 


Even so, the new arrangement appears to hold the 
promise of dismantling or deemphasising the tripods of 
Nigerian politics—the North, East and West. It also 
appears that if well manageu and executed, it may steer 
the country away from the politics of ethnic and religious 
cleavages. 


Where religious cleavages cease to be pronounced at the 
level of inter-party relations and contest, it is likely to 
reemerge at the intra-party level where there will be all 
kinds of tendencies contesting for prominence in a single 
party. 


Many Nigerians hope that President Babangida’s prayers 
that factionalism, thuggery, rigging intolerance and big 
money would be a thing of the past. But with the present 
economic situation which has created a large army of 
unemployed citizens and hyper inflation, it might be 
difficult to stop ‘money bags’ from obliging the ‘hungry’ 
with a few naira notes to win their votes and perhaps 
their services as thugs. 


Yet the Administration hopes that since it will fund the 
parties and control the amount of money that could be 
donated by an individual, the “big money factor” would 
have been banished from Nigeria politics. 


As President Babangida himself said, the new arrange- 
ment is necessary to joli ..e system a bit if the nation is 
to successfully establish a new two party system. 
Whether the AFRC decision will go beyond a tremor to 
bring about “the dawn of a new socio-political order” 
depends on the sincerity of purpose of the military 
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Administration and the willingness of the people to 
forsake their endemic aparthy to party politics. 


* Libya’s Poor Reception of Abacha Protested 
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{Article by Toyin Akinyebo] 


[Text] Nigeria has protested to Libya over the humili- 
ating way that country’s o ficials received the Nigerian 
delegation sent to Tripoli lst month for the 20th anni- 
versary of the North African country. 


The high-powered delegation led by the Chief of Army 
Staff, Lt-Gen Sanni Abacha, was said to have been 
treated like unwanted guests. 


Although Gen Abacha was officially invited to a state 
banquet he was not admitted to the hall until the 
Nigerian Ambassador i Tripoli intervened. Even then, 
he was given an unbefitting seat in an obscure position. 


Besides, the Chief of Army Staff was not allowed to see 
Libyan leader Co! Mu’ammar al-Qadhdhafi to deliver a 
special message from President Ibrahim Babangida to 
him. He was said to have been kept in vain for hours in 
the office of the next officer to Qadhdhafi, Major A.A. 
Jalloud, who was to take the message to Qadhdhafi. 
President Babangida’s message was eventually given to 
the Nigerian ambassador to pass to Qadhdhafi. 


In a protest letter to Qadhdhafi, the External Affairs Min- 
istry said Nigeria was displeased with the poor reception. 


But an official of the Libyan Embassy in Lagos said 
yesterday that it did not regard the letter as a “protest as 
such.” 


The official, who simply identified himself as Moham- 
med, described the note as “one of those ways of 
reviewing relations,” saying that it happens so from time 
to time.“ 


He said there was no plan whatsoever to humiliate 
Nigeria in Tripoli and that what was described as poor 
reception of the Nigerian delegation was not intentional. 


The Libyan official explained that the 20th anniversary of 
this country’s revolution attracted a large number of 
foreign dignitaries that “it was not easy to organize them.” 


“You can imagine what it means when people like the 
King of Morocco alone brought about 700 delegates with 
him,” he said. 


Several foreign dignitaries converged in the Libyan capital 
on September | to join Qadhdhafi in celebrating the 20th 
anniversary of the revolution that brought him io power. 


Qadhdhafi seized power from King Idris on September 
1, 1969 and replaced the country’s pro-Western policy 
with his own brand of socialism and Pan Africanism. 
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* Lukman Suspends Two Top NNPC Officials 
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{Article by Femi Kusa in “Insight” column] 


{Text] With the return of Petroleum Resources Minister 
Rilwanu Lukman from Vienna, Austria, yesterday, the 
gas and oil sector, seething with uncertainty since the 
suspension last Friday of two helmsmen may witness 
quite a number of policy measures next week designed to 
calm restive nerves. 


The minister's return, said to have been requested by the 
government, co-incided with the reported but uncon- 
firmed arrest yesterday of Mr. Aret Adams, managing 
director of the Nigerian National Petroleum Corpora- 
tion (NNPC), suspended from work indefinitely last 
Friday, and the arrival of acting managing director Sanni 
Bello. 


The manner of the minister's departure from the airport 
gave weight to speculations that next week would be a 
busy and anxious one for the industry. From the Murtala 
Muhammed Airport, I! cya, THE GUARDIAN’s 
Emmanuel Ukpong report i that: 


* there was no NNPC otticial on hand to receive the 
minister. 

¢ Lukman headed straight for the Presidential lounge 
where he met and shook hands with Col. Anthony 
Ukpo, principal Staff officer of the President, who 
was awaiting Gen. Babangida’s return from an official 
visit to Sokoto. 

¢ Holding hands, they retired into an inner waiting 
room to meet Chief of General Staff Vice Admiral 
Augustus Aikhomu, who was also waiting for the 
President. 

¢ Lukman emerged about 10 minutes later, alone, and 
was driven in a white Peugeot 505 (LA 9511 KH), 
accompanied by two men. His official car had been 
driven away minutes earlier. 


Industry sources said yesterday that the government is 
worried about the impact on the N18 billion Liquified 
Natural Gas project (LNG) on the events of last week, 
which were said to have come dangerously close to 
undermining the confidence of foreign partners in the 
project in Nigeria's ability to stick to agreements. 


At stake are: 


¢ over 100 trillion cubic feet of natural gas, the equiv- 
alent of three times Nigeria’s crude oil reserves, of 
greater market pctential than crude oil. From it $12 
billion (about N88.8 billion) is expected from con- 
tracts already negotiated for the next 20 years; 

* prospects of new market finds in West Germany and 
the United Kingdom next week, during visits by 
negotiators of the Nigerian LNG Limited. 


Oil industry sources said yesterday that last week's 
uproar was the flashpoint of a crisis which had taken 
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about a month to brew. The LNG company had come of 
age and it was time to beef up its personnel fortification 
for the crucial roles that lay ahead of it in the economy. 


Petroleum Resources Minister Lukman, it is said, 
thought that that sector of the oil industry was too 
Strategic to the economy not to be left in the hands of a 
management in which many parts of the country are 
represented. But the senior management would prefer to 
see that professionalism be the watch word. 


Lukman had in mind four candidates, some of them 
from the Nigerian National Petroleum Corporation 
(NNPC). But Dr. Ejike Onyia, the suspended managing 
director of the Nigerian Liquified Gas Limited, thought 
the appointments were better made from the corps of 
technocrats who had been working with him since the 
experimental days of the company and had, with time, 
acquired dexterity in gas politics and business. 


The lure of such a reasoning was too compelling. For 
Onyia himself perhaps owed his job more to his having 
been deployed from his desk at the NNPC to nurture the 
infant gas company, and, when it was time to get the 
company going, he was easily the most experienced in 
gas matters of the crude oil oriented technocrats to be 
put in the saddle. 


To break the deadlock, Lukman bared his mind to the 
President and received approval for his plans. But he 
took the wrong step forward thereafter. And Onyia 
resisted the moves, to maintain the authority of his own 
office, in a manner the minister considered less than 
respectful to him and eventually to block the minister's 
moves to a crucial board meeting where, it is said, the 
strugyle for authority created shock waves. 


Observers of these developments said Lukman, armed 
with the President’s approval, was to have officially 
advised Onyia, as managing director of the company, of 
his intentions which the latter was, administratively, 
obliged to push at the board meeting, where there 1s 
usually no serious objection from the foreign partners. 
But he appointed his nominees directly and even failed 
to officially inform Onyia. Onyia, feeling humiliated, in 
turn declined to recognise the appointments and, when 
the officers presented themselves to him for deployment, 
told them there were no jobs for them in the company. 


Onyia, walking the tight rope, was nevertheless on firm 
ground. For he was relying on an agreement among the 
business partners that appointments to those positions 
could not be made without the board's consensus. In 
other words, it was he, not the minister, that the articles 
of as ociation expected to present the nominations to the 
boar«. 


Meanwhile, Mr. Aret Adams, Managing Director of the 
NNPC, also suspended by Lukman last Friday along 
with Onyia, endorsed this position. Efforts were made to 
resolve the crisis. And, at the last count, Lukman was 
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said to have given the impression that he would let go, 
letting the professionals have their way. But he was not 
to. 


Taking every one by surprise, he now followed proce- 
dure, officially forwarding his nominations to Onyia, 
who was under administrative instruction to take them 
to the board for ratification. But before the board liad 
met, Onyia was said to have received another letter from 
Aret Adams, advising him thai the minister's earlier 
directive had been overtaken by events and he should 
ignore it. Onyia referred Adam's letter to his boss, Mr. 
Gamaliel Onosode, chairman of Nigerian LNG Limited, 
who took it to the board meeting. 


It is believed that Lukman smelled a rat all along and had 
ensur:d that his loyal aides attended the meeting. One of 
them was taken aback when, in reference to Aret Adam's 
letter, it was announced that the minister had directed 
that the appointments be expunged from the agenda. 
Excusing himself for the next room, it was said, the aide 
telephoned the minister immediately to ask what was 
going on. Surprised, the minister directed that Onosode 
immediately speak with him on the same phone. When 
the latter did, he was directed to carry on with the 
appointment. 


Onosode complied. And, Aret Adams and Onyia were 
summoned to the minister's office for a meeting with 
him. Meanwhile, Lukman had gone to intimate the 
President with the development. After waiting for a 
while, both men left the minister's office, Onyia to an 
official dinner party. That night, the minister travelled 
abroad, but not before he had instructed the NNPC 
director-general to withdraw Onyia from Nigerian LNG 
Limited to the NNPC and thereafter suspend them. 


It was not clear yesterday why Adams was arrested. But 
there were speculations of impending large-scale inves- 
tigations at the NNPC and at LNG company. One of the 
mysteries to be resolved is the minister's suspicion that 
Adams and Onyia had the backing of a powerful lobby. 


* Trade Relations With France Praised 
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[Text] Nigeria, on Wednesday, had cause to rejoice when 
she took a close look at the trade record between her and 
France in the past ten years. 


President Ibrahim Babangida expressed Nigeria's satis- 
faction at a favourable balance of trade with France, 
during an audience with a delegation of the Franco/ 
Nigerian Chamber of Commerce, at the Dodan Bar- 
racks, on Wednesday. 


% WEST AFRICA 


The President was delighted that, besides the fact that 
Nigeria enjoyed very excellent diplomatic relation with 
France, many French companies are currently engaged 
in various development projects in the country 


He told the delegation that, in commerce and trade 
exchanges, France is one of Nigeria's leading trading 
partners. 


Looking back at the last Nigerian graph with France, 
President Babangida noted that trade between the two 
countries has witnessed tremendous growth in the last 10 
years and had remained constantly in Nigeria's favour. 


President Babangida, said that, in 1985, French import 
from Nigeria amounted to N1.7 billion, while Nigerian 
import from France was only N55 million. 


He, however, said that almost 99 percent of French 
import from Nigeria was crude oil, meaning that, 
without oil, France is virtually buying nothing else from 
Nigeria in exchange for our import for such items as 
CKD components for Peugeot automobiles, su7ar. 
mechanical and electrical machinery and equipment, 
iron and steel products, aircraft and spare parts. 


President Babangida called on the Franco/Nigerian 
Chamber of Commerce to explore ways and means of 
diversifying Nigeria's export to France in order to trans- 
late into more real terms the } «vourable trade balance. 


He said that the administration’s genuine efforts at 
restructuring and revamping the Nigerian economy 
through the Structural Adjustment Programme (SAP) 
needs to be explained to be understood by the interna- 
tional community so as to regain confidence in ou, 
economy and restore the nation’s credit worthiness. 


The leader of the delegation, Chief Moledo Okoya 
Thomas, had, earlier, informed the president that the 
chamber, which has about 100 enterprises, aims at 
propagating %ositive commercial relations to enhance 
economic, political and social relations between France 
and Nigeria. 


* Private Sector Role in Development Explored 


34000138b Lagos THISWEEK in English 
2 Oct 89 pp 27-28 


[Article by Soji Omotunde: “Finding an Enabling Envi- 
ronment”™’} 


[Text] It was the fulfillment of a resolution made in 
Nairobi, Kenya three years ago. The Aga Khan Founda- 
tion-inspired first Enabling Environment Conference for 
Effective Private Sector Contribution of Development in 
Sub-Saharan Africa had, among others, called on partic- 
ipants to “strive to maintain the three-way dialogue 
issues initiated at the conference by organising similar 
conferences in their respective countries as a follow-up.” 


Between September 11 and 15, no fewer than 105 
participants, 15 of them from USA, France. Canada. 
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Britain and Kenya, drawr ‘rom the public sector, the 
organised private sector and the Private Development 
Agencics (PDAs) converged in Abuja to heed that call. 
Also present were representatives of the Ford Founda- 
tion, the Aga Khan network, the World Bank Interphil 
and USAID [United States Agency for International 
Development}. The aim was mainly to dentify major 
constraints to effective private sector participation tn 
development in Nigeria as well as the opportunities for 
greater participation.” The forum was also, among 
others, to “provide a unique opportunity for boosting 
tripartite dialogue and to encourage a more collaborative 
attitude and approach toward development, policy for- 
mulation and execution. 


As basis for discussions 18 commissioned papers by 
Nigerian and international authors were used along with 
seven old ones from th 1986 Nairobi conference. In all, 
39 recommendations emerged from the Abuja confer- 
ence with the assurance that the proposals would “appro- 
priately be conside: od by the administration for possible 
adoption.” 


On the role government should play in enhancing an 
enabling environment for effective private sector partic- 
ipation in the nation’s development, it was recom- 
mended that “a process to ensure that continuity of 
policy transcends regimes should be institutionalised”™ 
while development of basic industries such as iron and 
steel and petro-chemicals should be accelerated. Apar* 
from vigorous pursuance of provision of efficient infra- 
structural facilities, government was also called upon to 
promulgate laws which will promote the development of 
a capital market. Other roles specified for government 
include: 


* decentralisati n of business registration, 

¢ liberalisation oi issuance of visas and work permits, 

* ensuring timely repatriation of dividends, interest 
and fees. 

* giving the new industrial policy a legal backing, and 

* intensification of efforts in promoting local sourcing 
of raw materials. 


The conference called on the business sector to pursue 
objectives that are in conformity with national aspira- 
tions and also to vigorously pursue the commercialisa- 
tion of research findings. Business organisations were 
also implored to encourage the development process of 
PDAs in the communities in which they operate so as to 
facilitate the integration of the rural populace in devel- 
opment as part of their social responsibilities. 


On the PDAs, the conference advocated the establish- 
ment of an apex organisation “to ensure proper coordi- 
nation of their laudable efforts so that maximum bene- 
fits could be derived from their various programmes and 
projects.” It also called on the PDAs to devote a substan- 
tial part of their energies towards positively influencing 
attitudes with respect to moral values, work ethics and 
time management 
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Apart from recommending the removal of prejudices 
against women in the provision of credit and other 
facilities, the Abuja conference demanded for the esiab- 
lishment of an enduring institutional framework to artic- 
ulate the needs of women. initiate policies and co- 
ordinate their role in development. “Concrete measures 
should be undertaken to integrate women fully into the 
mainstream of the development process,” it was coun- 
selled, “and to eradicate al! forms of discrimination 
against them both in traditional setting and in paid 


employment.” 


On the acquisition of appropriate technology for the 
country, the business sector as end user was advised to 
invest more in research and development of local tech- 
nology while government should reorientate educational 
curricular a‘ all levels to stimulate the interest of the 
youth in technology. In addition to strengthening the 
Raw Material Council, government is also being asked to 
create incentives to encourage the acquisition of the 
necessary technology. 


Agriculture drew considerable interest at the conference. 
To enhance better productivity and better development 
of commercial agriculture, the conference believes that 
the Land Use Decree ought to be modified. It called for 
a reexamination of policies such as the withdrawa! of 
subsidy on fertilizer and liberalisation of the interest rate 
regime “which are inimical to the growth of the agricul- 
tural sector.” Goverment was enjoined to continue its 
integrated rural development programme to stem the 
tide of rural-urban migration while small-scale farmers 
should be encouraged to organise themselves into co- 


operatives. 


Recognising the vital role of effective marketing, there 
was advocacy for the simplification of immigration 
procedures as the nation’s entry points and the initiation 
of appropriate programmes for the re-orientation of 
reception staff. In order to boost Nigeria's image abroad, 
special information materials on the strengths and 
potentials, according to the conference resolution, 
should be prepared and circulated widely within and 
outside the country, especially to the missions abroad. It 
was also recommended that deliberate efforts should be 
made to improve infrastructures and facilities for 
tourism and also that awareness about tourism poten- 
tials in the country be created. 


If the recommendations were all embracing, it was 
essentially the outcome of the vigorous nature of the 
plenary sessions and workshops at the conference. The 
first plenary chaired by Alhaji Ahmed Joda, chairman, 
SCOA [West African Trading Company] had as theme: 
Towards Enhancing Inter-Sector Dialogue. First discus- 
sant, Dr Imonitie Imoisili who is executive secretary, 
Association of Food, Beverage and Tobacco Employers. 
said that the concept of private sector transcends the big 
conglomerates, and as such, policy formulation and 
implementation ought to always take into consideration 
small business concerns such as the road-side mechanics. 
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In his paper. the Corporate Responsibilities of Business 
in Nigeria, Dr Imoisili believes that the cost of doing 
business in Nigeria is high largely because of lack of basic 
infrastructures which are taken for granted elsewhere. 
According to him, “security of life and property cannot 
be guaranteed by a poorly equipped police force; polit- 
ical stability is the exception more than the rule; political 
interference in business operations and labour immo- 
bility (due to an undue emphasis on state of origin) have 
limited the release of the nation’s latent spirit of enter- 
prise.” 


“There is a great deal of job insecurity” because of 
“controversial retirements, retrenchments and redeploy- 
ment coupled with a blind-folded application of affirma- 
tive action (federa! character). As for the business 
sector, he says, ethical conduct in the market place (such 
as in product quality and promotion), backward integra- 
tion and/or extension services to suppliers and c-ncern 
for employee welfare ought to be corporate responsibil- 
ities that can be taken for granted. 


At the plenary on Enhancing Nigeria's Competitiveness 
in a Competitive World, professor Olukunle lyanda, 
Rector, The Polytechnic, Ibadan. posits that the nation’s 
competitive strengths are its potentials as a large market, 
the possession of a variety of mincsal deposits and a land 
ard climate generally favourable to agricultural produc- 
tion. “What seems lacking in taking advantage of these 
strengths,” according to him, “1s an environment which 
is conducive and favourable to take advantage of the 
endowment.” 


He adds that it is not the laws and regulations in 
themselves but their implementation which constitutes 
nightmares. “Not only is there a plethora of laws, their 
implementation even when every requirement of the 
land has been met, is a nightmare.” 


But more significantly, Professor lyanda argues that the 
inequitable distribution of wealth in the country and 
arbitrary infringement of personal liberty and freedom 
of citizen exert a negative impact on the environment of 
business, “as such practices create social instability.” 


For Professor Gaius Igboedi of the University of Nigeria, 
Nsukka, a Nigeria which cannot feed its citizens can 
hardly compete effectively in the world of investment 
and industry. 


His advice: “We need to break away from present 
agriculture in order to sustain competitive environ- 
ment.” 


Air Vice-Marshal Larry F oinyan, DFRRI's helmsman 
¥ rose discussion became the conference reference point 
believes that “a co-ordinated integrated rural develop- 
ment is the foundction of national development.” 
According to him, the country’s over 90,000 communi- 
ties could be food secure, self-sufficient an¢ with surplus 
to sell at competitive process if there is a nationally- 
shared view of the nation’s interest. Some of the perti- 
nent questions he raised include whether Nigeria cam be 
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competitive in the midst of contradictions. He asked: 
“How will UACN’s chief executive with a company that 
emanates from colonial setting and still protecting the 
“interests of the colonial masters protect national inter- 
est?” 


On the enhancement of the contribution of the media 
sector to development, Professor Alfred Opubor of Mul- 
timedia Limited, Lagos, submits that “the Nigerian 
media have both ‘reflectors’ and ‘instigators,’ through 
reporting on the pronouncements, plans and activities of 
government agents and non-governmental organisa- 
tion.”’ He, however, argues that “it is often not clear what 
their (media) position is on ‘development’ as a social and 
economic piocess,”’ as there are usually little follow-up 
on launched projects to see the extent to which the public 
launching have been followed by concrete action on the 
ground. 


By not adequately reporting the rural areas and the view 
of rural people, Professor Opubor believes “the media 
may not yet be important voices in fostering the ‘devel- 
opment dialogue’ in Nigeria.” 


Perhaps, the most lively discussion was Professor Femi 
Odekunle’s paper on Coming to Grips with Corruption. 
Odekunle, a professor of Criminology at the Ahmadu 
Bello University, Zaria explains the problem of corrup- 
tion “as a consequence of our neo-colonial capitalist 
social Organisation which foster a materialist culture” 
and argues that “the various existing categories of con- 
trol measures and mechanisms cannot effectively control 
corruption since the offences are power-based and since 
the main offenders are more or less the same people with 
the power and influence over these existing measures 
and mechanism of control.” 


As a fundamental solution, Odekunle suggests the trans- 
formation of the present structure into a “truely eco- 
nomic, political and social democracy” such that “the 
formal economic, political, social and legal equality 
promised by the present should become real and sub- 
Stantive since the contradictions of the system are the 
major obstacle to the correspondence between the stated 
form and the reality of things.” 


In the short-term, Professor Odekunle advocates the 
enactment of meaningful sanctions against corrupt prac- 
tices by grading the offences according to the political 
economic/social status of the offender such that the 
higher the status, the heavier the penalty to be imposed. 


* People’s Bank Launched for Credits to Poor 


34000137a Ikeja AFRICAN CONCORD in English 
16 Oct 89 p 3] 


[Article by Onoise Osunbor: “A Bank for the Poor’’} 


[Text] It was like all the very important Nigerians, from 
government and other sectors had converted in Aje- 
gunle. And residents were clearly excited. The President, 
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General Ibrahim Badamois Babangida was opening a 
bank for them—The People’s Bank. 


He said: “with ali endeavours in our process of economic 
reconstitution, the Federal Military Government has 
now reached a stage where specific and immediate 
attention needs to be focussed on the majority of the 
underprivileged working population of this nation not 
specifically catered for by previous provisions.” 


The President elaborated that the sole mandate of the 
bank is to give credit facilities to individuals who ordi- 
narily do not have access to loan assistance as currently 
operated in the conventional commercial banks. The 
main beneficiaries will include Nigerians who are 
involved in legitimate economic activities in both urban 
and rural areas to improve their trades and economic 
well-being. 


A minimum charge of not more than five percent is 
taken by the bank to cover over-heads and operating 
costs. 


As start-off point for the novel economic programme, to 
be based on a revolving fund, the President said the 
People’s Bank would be implemented first at pilot stage 
with six outlets in Lagos and two each in Sokoto, Niger, 
Anambra, Benue, and Cross River. The bank would be 
expected to go nationwide in January 1990. 


The People’s Bank will lend money ranging from a 
minimum of N50 to a maximum of N2,000 to be repaid 
at the borrowers pace but with a ceiling of one year. After 
repayment, the borrower is free to reapply still without 
any security or collateral and with minimum paper work. 


The operators will be required to go to the workshops 
and market places where these Nigerians work to give 
out the loans to them. 


While launching the 18, Amodu Tijani Street, Ajegunle, 
branch, the president was confident that the beneficia- 
ries would repay the loans. “Many of our people are 
resourceful, hardworking and honest. This indirect 
scheme for income generation would succeed because its 
traditional precursors as the Esusu and the thrift collec- 
tion system have continued to thrive,”’ he said. 


To further boost confidence, he cited the success story of 
the People’s Bank in other lands where repayment levels 
have been as high as 80 to 95 percent. At the moment 
similar banks exist in Sir Lanka, South of Chicago, 
Burkina Faso, Tanzania, Malawi, Mali, Arkansas and 
Canada. The first model of it was constructed in 1976 in 
Bangladesh with the name Grameen Bank. 


Considering that these countries began their banks to 
soften the strains of poverty, no better time than now 
could have suited its founding in Nigeria. Interest rates 
at the banks are now above 25 percent in the conven- 
tional banks and liquidity is tighter. The cries that SAP 
[South African Police} should have a human face should 
receive relief from this gesture. 
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Information Minister Prince Tony Momoh, told 
AFRICAN CONCORD that the People’s Bank was 
being established as one of the instruments for the 
enhancement of the structural adjustment programme. 


Momoh said the initial source of the funds going into the 
bank would be from government. But, after that, it 
would become self sustaining. 


Dr Ibrahim Tahir a former minister however advised 
that greater emphasis should be given to the transport 
sector by the bank. “I cannot think of any country where 
shortage in transport has not played a major role. I hope 
Nigerians will take note and that the bank will spread 
very fast”, he said. 


The Chairman of the People’s Bank is Dr Tai Solarin. 
Said he, in an interview with AFRICAN CONCORD: “I 
am here to play a role. | am not an economist. But I guess 
that if the people involved did not think I have some- 
thing to contribute. I won’t be invited.” 


Tai Solarin is enthusiastic about the new bank and has 
warned that “any saboteur will go to jail.” 


* CBN’s Measures Said To Stabilize Prices 


34000138c Lagos THISWEEK in English 
2 Oct 89 p 29 


[Article by Louis Azode: “Sanity at Last?”’] 


[Text] Barely three months after the announcement of 
the various monetary policy measures aimed at mopping 
up the excess liquidity in the economy thereby reducing 
inflationary pressure, the country appears to be enjoying 
some degree of price stability. At least for now. 


Throughout the first six months of the year, inflation, 
according to official statistics, hovered around SO per- 
cent, creating a situation where most commodities were 
beyond the reach of most Nigerians, thereby precipi- 
tating huge inventory in the stores and warehouses, as 
consumers became rational and even discriminatory in 
their purchasing patterns. 


Says Mr M. A. Salu, the manager of Chanrai Nigeria 
Limited, “customers accord more regards to cheap and 
affordable essentials now. Sales have dropped signifi- 
cantly because people are cash-strapped. Everybody 
appears to be very conscious of the way money is being 
spent nowadays thereby reducing store sales.” 


A cloth trader behind Mandilas House in Central Lagos, 
Alexander Chukwuemeka captures the mood of many 
traders in the current wave of low turnover. “The market 
is very dull these days. Anyone who is able to sell one or 
two things in a day should thank his stars. Before, I used 
to have a daily sales of N5,000 to N6,000, but now it is 
difficult to make N1,000. We have good quality products 
but consumers are not coming forward because there is 
no money to burn anymore and they think the price is 
too high.” 
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With low sales, are the traders willing to reduce prices? 
Mr Chukwuemeka says that they will be making losses if 
they reduce their profits because they bought their wares 
at high costs. “Around May,” he told THISWEEK, 
“some traders stocked wares at very high costs antici- 
pating further rise in prices, but now the prices are no 
longer moving up because majority of the people are not 
buying. Only those people selling food are making 
money these days because either way people will still eat 
food, no matter the nature of the market.” 


At the Lagos State Ministry of Agriculture and Co- 
operative Fishing and Meat Stall, one kilogramme of 
beef (without bones) sells for N21, beef that has bones 
sells for N19. This price structure has been in place since 
mid-June, according to the butcher who does not want to 
be identified “because I didn’t obtain permission from 
my superior to speak to the press.”’ Early in January, the 
same quantity of meat sold for N15 and N12 respec- 
tively, the butcher adds. 


The sharp price increases throughout the first half of this 
year might have been occasioned by government pro- 
nouncement that the ban on some commodities will 
remain. For instance, the price of a 50kg bag of aroso rice 
which sold at N200 during and after Christmas jumped 
to N600 following the budget speech which banned the 
importation of rice. Yet imported rice abounds in the 
country today, thereby rendering the policy pronounce- 
ment ineffective. 


To tame the galloping inflation, Central Bank of Nigeria 
(CBN) introduced a number of far-reaching measures. 
First was the increase in the minimum rediscount rate 
(MRR), bringing the rate at which banks borrow money 
from the CBN, bank of last resort of 13.25 percent from 
the previous 12.75 percent. As THISWEEK gathered, 
this was to mobilise domestic savings for productive 
investment and stem rising inflation. The concern for the 
naira was not left out. Ineffective as this measures 
appeared to be, more drastic policies were put in place to 
have a firm grip on inflation. These include the cele- 
brated recall of loans with foreign guarantees and the 
controversial transfer of government agency accounts 
from the banks to the CBN. Three months after, the 
Nigerian economy seem, for the first time, to be 
responding to the severity of monetary policy measures. 


Analysts have attributed the current temporary price 
stability to many factors. Mr Tony Ede, CBN’s corporate 
affairs manager says “the CBN magic is at work,” 
arguing that the various CBN measures have “sucked 
out” the excess liquidity in the economy, thereby forcing 
a reversal of price movement. A total of N8.5 million is 
said to be in CBN vaults as a result of the two directives. 


But Mr Fola Idowu of Golden Farms Limited has a 
different view. He says that the galloping prices wit- 
nessed between January and May was due to “seasonable 
famine that characterised planting seasons.” “When 
crops are in the ground,” he says, “there seem to be food 
scarcity leading to higher prices. With the harvest of 
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planted yams, and vegetables, food abound in the 
market, forcing prices down.”” The temporary scarcity 
witnessed in the early part of the year, Idowu empha- 
sises, was due to the ban on importation, whereby 
smugglers took advantage of the shortfall in food supply 
to hike prices. 


* World Bank’s $1.2 Billion Loan for Projects 


34000074a Lagos BUSINESS TIMES in English 
18 Sep 89 p 1 


[Article by Babs Akerele] 


[Text] The World Bank has targeted a total of $1.2 
billion (N8.88 billion) lending to Nigeria during its fiscal 
year beginning from July 1, 1989 to June 30, 1990. 


The financial resources will be allocated to the various 
sectors of the economy so that they can reinforce and 
collectively contribute to the development strategy of the 
gcver’ iment. 


The World Bank representative, Dr. Tariq Hussain who 
disclosed this to the BT stated that during this period 
financial resources to agricultural projects and policy 
lending will be accorded the highest priority of 30 
percent each, while industry and infrastructural projects 
will attract 25 and 15 percent respectively. He recalled 
that a similar lending volume was provided the last fiscal 
year which ended June 30, 1989. 


On the government's self-sufficiency programme in food 
and agricultural production, he said the bank has and 
would continue to provide assistance through the Agri- 
cultural Development Programmes (ADPs) to support 
government’s effort to boost food production. 


He pointed out that the ADPs in collaboration with the 
federal and state ministries of Agriculture have estab- 
lished agricultural programmes particularly in food pro- 
duction, livestock, forestry and rural developmeat in all 
the 21 states of the federation. 


Dr. Hussain recalled that the World Bank between July 
1987 and June 1989 has committed financial resources 
of $525 million for agricultural development programme 
in the country. 


A break-down of the financial resources showed that 
Agricultural Development programmes (ADPs) had a 
total of $348 million, livestock took $81 million, fishery 
$71 million while the Borno ADP alone received a total 
of $25 million during the period under review. 


While commenting on the economic environment in the 
first half of 1989, Dr. Hussain commended the govern- 
ment’s effort in honouring the components of the 1989 
budget. 
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* Adiyan Water Scheme Cost Up to N3.4 Billion 


34000074b Lagos THE GUARDIAN in English 
28 Sep 89 pp 1, 2 


[Article by Akinyemi Taiwo] 


[Excerpt] The Adiyan water project, said to be the largest 
in Africa, will now cost N3.4 billion, about N1.8 billion 
more than the initial estimate of N1.6 million. 


The government of Lagos State expects to pump out 70 
million gallons from it by 1991. 


The rise in an inevitable fallout of the slide—the value of 
the naira, since the World Bank assisted scheme is 
largely being financed in foreign currencies. 


And, afraid that the participating foreign partners may 
be scared by the astronomical rising cost, the governor, 
Col Raji Rasaki, asked experts who began talks yesterday 
to ignite their enthusiasm for the project. 


They are also to motivate the water corporation (LSWC) 
workers to contribute to completing the project, pro- 
viding the government and the creditors the opportunity 
to learn more about pursuing the scheme. 


Thanking the lending agencies—French consortium of 
banks, European Development Bank and World Bank— 
Col. Rasaki promised that the government would do its 
best to ensure that the project was completed on 
schedule. 


Col. Rasaki also gave a profile of the ambitious pro- 
gramme, saying: “In 1984, the World Bank was invited 
by the government to complement its efforts in defining 
the water sector investment priorities, and also to par- 
ticipate in financing the priority programme. 


“This invitation resulted in the mobilisation of the 
support of some other financing communities, namely 
the European Investment Bank, United Nations Devel- 
opment Programme (UNDP) and the Canadian Interna- 
tional Development Agency (CIDA) culminating in a 
finance package of $461.8 million or N3.4 million as 
today’s exchange rate.” 


The resultant co-financing agreement for the first phase 
of the project include: International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development (IBRD)}—World Bank— 
$173.2 million; French commercial bank—$164.8 mil- 
lion, CIDA—$3.2 million European In.estment Bank 
(EIB) $47.4 million, UNDP—$0.6 million, state govern- 
ment—$72.6 million. 


But while CIDA and UNDP funds are grants, the other 
fo-eign components are loans repayable in accordance 
with the specific terms under the finance agreements. 


The project is expected to make water supply in the 
metropolis accessit 2 to about 65 per cent of the 6.5 
million population in 1995 from the present 47 per cent 
or 2.9 million people, going by 1985 estimates. 
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Initiatedin July 1982, the projects first phase comprises 
laying of an additional 80 kilometres of primary trunk 
mz2ins, 280 kilometres of secondary mains and 877 
kilometres of tertiary distribution mains. 


Besides facilitating the provision of additionai new con- 
sumer connections, it will help in the rehabilitation of 
the existing water supply facilities and the provision of 
necessary administrative infrastructures and institu- 
tional support for the corporation. 


According to Col. Rasaki, the short term benefit include 
elimination or curtailment of recurrent subvention to 
the corporation, thereby assisting in the attainment of 
the government’s new policy to control public expendi- 
ture. 


The governor promised that the new water rate approved 
for the corporation would be realistic and affordable. 


He said the corporation would gradually start to operate 
an economic tariff structure when it improves on effi- 
ciency delivery of service to consumers. Even then, the 
tariff will consider the ability of each consumer to pay. 


The chairman of the project’s task force, Alhaji R.A. 
Adetona, noted in his welcome address that the project is 
one of the largest of its type undertaken by any govern- 
ment in Africa. [passage missing] 


Senegal 


* Lack of Solutions Means Diouf Must Go 


341900094 Dakar FAGARU in French 
Sep 89 p I 


{Editorial by Yero De: “The Verdict’’} 


[Text] When he succeeded Senghor, Mr Diouf promised 
to meet the challenges of the 1980’s. What problems did 
he solve? None. On the contrary, problems have become 
worse and new challenges, of which all are aware, have 
come up: the threat of a war with Mauritania in the 
North; in the South, Bissau’s rejecticn of the decision of 
the Geneva Court; in the West, according to Cape Verde, 
a dispute on the borders of the respective maritime zones 
of that country and ours. 


And, above all, let’s not forget our relations with The 
Gambia. Daouda Diawara has finally come out with his 
secret trick. A keen observer of Senegal’s domestic 
politics, he knew that by demanding a rotation of the 
Presidency of the Confederation of Senegambia he 
would hurt the susceptibilities of power hungry Diouf 
and achieve what he had wanted for a long time without 
having the moral strength to do it (personal recognition 
obligates!): the denunciation of the Kaur Pact. Daouda, 
the fox, was not mistaken. His secret trick apparently 
proved more decisive than the denunciation by our and 
other parties, which never accepted the coup that 
brought back Daouda Diawara’s unpopular regime and 
interference in the internal affairs of a friendly country. 
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At its last meeting, on 11 and 13 August 1989, our 
Central Committee once again demanded “the pure and 
simple withdrawal of Senegalese troops from Gambia” 
after reasserting that the union between the Gambian 
and Senegalese people must be freely agreed to and not 
imposed by force. Dioufs Confederation has thus 
become a thing of the past; undeniably, he is the one who 
failed. His coup, his determination to allow the Confed- 
eration to run without a purpose for 8 years have cost 
thousands of lives, billions of our francs, a lot of frustra- 
tion and hard-to-heal wounds. All this was not decisive 
enough. Diouf now says that we should do away with the 
Confederation unless he is its president. A warning is 
also in order: let no one try to set up some sort of lobby 
to attempt a coup that would once again gamble with the 
fate of The Gambia. 


There is a lot of tension, therefore, in our foreign 
relations that were so much extolled in the past. How do 
the men in power deal with them? They allow the 
Situation to deteriorate. Just as they do with internal 
matters, where everything is getting worse and worse. So 
much so, that the Bureau of Statistics was not allowed to 
publish the latest national accounting data, computed 
since 1982. The “results” published in Mamadou 
Toure’s testament, of which the government boasted, 
were forgeries: forecasts worked out to serve diverse 
purposes were presented as results. 


And, before our very eyes, the banks, the pillars of any 
economy, are collapsing, ruined by State guidelines, the 
political clientele of the ruling party, and poor manage- 
ment. And, because of class bias, workers are the ones 
who will pay for it: of the 570 employees of the BNDS 
[Senegal National Development Bank], Sofisedit [Sene- 
galese Financial Company for the Development of 
Industry and Tourism], »naga-Sonabanque and Assur- 
bank, only 133 are assured of finding jobs in the future 
bank which, we are told, will be created on | October. In 
rural areas, incomes have declined by 40 percent. 


Soon, at the request of the World Bank, the government 
will issue a statement announcing that it will freeze the 
minimum wage for 3 years, “release”? governmen* 
employees, and go on fighting social legislation, the 
benefits won by workers. Will workers be capable of 
mobilizing as they did around SUTELEC [expansion 
unknown] to do away with the shackles of “responsible 
participation” and face up to things? 


Therefore, there are dangers ahead of us. The way to 
avoid them, to get the country out of the deadlock, is not 
to go and embrace those who have brought us there, but 
rather to ensure that legitimacy and democracy are 
respected. This is the way for the country to get a new 
political leadership having the authority and moral 
strength required to face the problems that are assailing 
us and to put the Senegalese to work to meet the 
challenges of underdevelopment. 


Such is the struggle of the Sopi [PDS slogan meaning 
change] camp led by the PDS [Senegalese Democratic 
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Party] and the LD-MPT [Democratic League— 
Movement for the Labor Party]. On 26 August 1989, at 
the Independance Hotel, facing a room full of deter- 
mined cadres, Ablaye Bathily and Ablaye Wade said so 
unambiguously. Let’s go forward! But let’s get organized. 


* Minister Announces Border Will Be Defended 


34190367a Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
24 Aug 89 p7 


[Text] It is clear that Senegal remains faithful to the 
peaceful settlement of conflicts. However, it should also 
be clear that Senegal will spare no effort to defend its 
territorial integrity, its sovereignty, and its independence 
by all necessary means. Including war? By all necessary 
means. The minister of foreign affairs was categorical at 
the press conference he gave Tuesday morning, the day 
after Senegal and Mauritania broke off diplomatic rela- 
tions. Mr Ibrahima Fall retraced the conflict from its 
Origins, underscoring our country’s efforts to find a 
peaceful, global solution to the crisis. Mauritania has 
responded to our goodwill with an escalation of provoc- 
ative actions, deporting vast numbers of black citizens, 
placing the border in doubt, spreading unconstructive 
propaganda in the local media, expelling our ambassador 
to Nouakchott, etc. 


According to Mr Fall, the only appropriate response to 
this state of affairs was to break off diplomatic relations. 
Was there no alternative, such as to appoint a charge 
d’affaires whose presence would be dissuasive and help 
protect blacks? The minister believes that such a 
response would have condoned the action taken against 
our ambassador. Mr Fall places a great deal of hope in 
the Inter-African Mediation Commission. The president 
of Egypt, who chairs the commission, is expected to visit 
the region in the first 10 days of September. In addition, 
Mr Fall stated that investigations into an alleged arms 
delivery to Mauritania by Iraq have not yet confirmed 
the truth of the allegation. However, the American wire 
service UPI in a report from Paris the day before 
yesterday gave absolute confirmation of the arms 
delivery, based on information from its correspondent in 
the Persian Gulf. 


The journalists took this opportunity to raise other 
urgent issues—The Gambia and Guinea Bissau. On The 
Gambia, Mr Fall acknowledged that efforts to cement 
the SeneGambian Confederation are running into obsta- 
cles. Economic and monetary integration is faltering as is 
the effort to extend integration to areas as vital as youth 
and sports, health, and rural development. Moreover, 
Mr Fall acknowledged that “The Gambia has expressed 
a certain number of demands involving the leadership of 
the Confederation and practical aspects of the confeder- 
ated configuration of the military.”’ He refused, however, 
to confirm persistent reports of a withdrawal of Sene- 
galese troops from The Gambia. According to Mr Fall, 
“Senegalese troops are in The Gambia as a result of 
measures authorized by the Pact and its protocols. They 
will continue to carry out their mission until another 
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mission is assigned to them.”’ On the same day, however, 
the minister of the armed forces who was visiting Banjul 
acknowledged the withdrawal of 300 Senegalese military 
personnel in view of the deteriorating situation in the 
north. 


* PLP Urges Military Preparedness in Conflict 


341903676 Dakar SUD HEBDO in French 
17 Aug 89 p8 


[Text] Among the topics discussed by Mr Babacar Niang, 
secretary general of the People’s Liberation Party (PLP), 
at a press conference Thursday on the dispute between 
Senegal and Guinea-Bissau, were the recall of Rear 
Admiral Fate Gassana2, the re-examination of certain 
disciplinary measures enacted against some military 
officers, the shortage of military supply funding, and the 
total lack of equipment funding in the current budget. 
The PLP leader affirmed that further negotiations with 
Guinea-Bissau on the maritime border were out of the 
question in view of the decision handed down by the 
afbitration tribunal in Geneva that found in Senegal’s 
favor. In addition, the secretary general underscored the 
need to outfit our armed forces with modern equipment. 
In his opinion, “Security, which is a prerequisite to 
development, must be ensured at all costs.” 


* Iraq Accused of Supplying Arms to Both Sides 


34190367c Dakar SOPI in French 
18 Aug 89 p 5 


[Text] Everyone was surprised t y Abdou Diouf’s failure 
to respond to Iraq, which many witnesses say has been 
supplying Mauritania for some time with sophisticated 
weapons from Kalashnikovs to missiles and even, 
according to some, toxic gasses taken from the Iraqi- 
Iranian front that was cleaned up following the cease- 
fire. 


For one, our observer told us that from his perch in a tall 
tamarind tree, he twice saw an Iraqi “Antonov” trans- 
port plane land in Nouakchott bearing assault rifles, 
ammunition, antitank and antiaircraft guns, and all- 
terrain vehicles. He affirmed that the plane refueled in 
Algiers. 


Our outrage prompted another observer to remind us 
that on 6 March, an Iraqi plane carrying arms had landed 
at the Dakar-Yoff airport, but was held for several days 
surrounded by gendarmes until the pilot was asked to 
leave with his plane and return from whence he came. It 
should be mentioned that SOPI reported this mysterious 
plane and demanded an explanation, although none was 
ever given. 


Some light has been shed and a small portion of the 
enigma is now visible’ According to our well-informed 
source, at the time (which was before the Senegalese- 
Mauritanian affair), Mr Abdou Diouf himself had sent a 
former Mauritanian diplomat, whose name we will keep 
confidential for the time being, to Baghdad to ask for 
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weapons. The case was so well put that Saddam Husayn, 
who has more war equipment than he knows what to do 
with, decided to send two planes laden with arms, one to 
Abdou Diouf and the other to Ould Taya. The two 
planes took off and landed simultaneously in ‘.ouak- 
chott and Dakar. 


To Diouf’s misfortune, the cargo arrived when he was 
absent from Senegal. Collin, who was standing in for 
him, if we may say so, did not believe what was reported 
to him, not having been informed by Diouf of the 
shipment. Collin, therefore, asked the pilot to leave. 


It is understandable why Diouf now finds it awkward to 
complain to Saddam Husayn. 


But in all of this, there is legitimate reason to ask why 
Abdou Diouf would want to import weapons behind 
Collin’s back, meaning—if you will—behind the backs of 
France and the United States. We will let the reader 
speculate on the answer to that question. However, we 
are able to assert as fact that the cargo was not officially 
intended for the Army, but for a faction of the Army. 


This is not a cloak-and-dagger story or James Bond 
fiction. This is the actual truth. 


* United Teachers’ Union Slated for Feb 1990 


34190009B Dakar FAGARU in French 
Sep 89 p 1 


[Article by Pap Amadou: “Unions: Teachers’ Position at 
School Start’’} 


[Text] The countdown has begun. The Federation of 
Teachers’ Unions should be created in February 1990. 
This is one of the major decisions made at the sympo- 
sium held by the CINPFEN [expansion unknown] on 3 
August 1989, in the Ahmed Baba Hall of the Department 
of Legal and Economic Sciences of the Sheik A. Diop 
University in Dakar. 


The participants in this important meeting for the reuni- 
fication of the independent union movement were, in 
addition to the SAES [University Teachers Independent 
Union], the UDEN [Teachers Democratic Union], the 
CIRS [expansion unknown], the Collective, the CNDES 
[expansion unknown], the departmental Committees of 
Initiative for the National Education Federation, and 
nonunionized teachers. 


No doubt, the CINPFEN has accomplished a lot, con- 
sidering the scattering that prevailed since the break up 
of the original SUDES [United Democratic Trade Union 
of Senegalese Teachers]. The overwhelming majority of 
teachers is now in favor of a united entity, a union 
federation “oriented toward democracy, progress, 
struggle and the masses, and with a consistent position 
with respect to the crisis of the Senegalese school system 
and the defense of democracy and social justice.” 


The deflation that threatens teachers, the deterioration 
of their living and working conditions have no doubt 
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played a decisive part in bringing about the full realiza- 
tion of the problem: without a strong framework for their 
struggle, teachers face a dim future. 


Three draft texts were adopted by the symposium; 
already next October, they will be submitted for evalua- 
tion to all Senegalese teachers. They include: draft guide- 
lines for the future organization; draft by-laws including 
provisions to allow other unions to join the Federation 
during the period between the Constituent General 
Assembly and the Constituent Congress; and finally a 
text Outlining the procedure of creation of the Federa- 
tion. At this level, all teachers will be sent a question- 
naire and asked to chose one of several formulas (feder- 
ation per type of teaching, per union categories, etc.). No 
process could be more democratic to establish a tool that 
will reflect the positions of all teachers. 


But the start of school will not be just the start of 
renewed unity. Unrelenting struggles are to be expected 
in view of the antischool position of the government. 
They said that, like Health, Education would be spared 
deflation. There is every indication that this will not be 
so. Circular No. 6 200PR/SG/CCEMS, which deprives 
the MEN [expansion unknown] of the “authorization to 
resume service after a position has been abandoned” is 
quite enlightening. Actually, there will be no more autho- 
rizations to resume service. Then, zealous department 
heads have only to initiate the position abandonment 
procedure whenever they feel like it, and heads will fall... 
Over 20 teachers have already been dismissed by the 
authorities. The records of another 200 are said to be on 
the desk of the general secretary of the presidency of the 
republic. 


Add to this the disappointment of the teachers, espe- 
cially university teachers, following the “‘salary 
increases” of late July. Much noise and little to show for 
it. Thanks to formulas that are the trademark of the 
CCAP [expansion unknown], many teachers received 
only nominal net increases. Some found that they would 
earn less. 


Then, let’s have the Federation soon, so we can face all 
this better. 


* Libyan Aid for Displaced Persons, Refugees 


34190368a Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
19-20 Aug 89 p 3 


[Excerpt] Dr Mohamed Ahmed Cherif, secretary general 
of the World Association of Islam’s Call, yesterday 
presented a check for 26 million CFA francs to the 
commissioner for assistance to repatriates and displaced 
persons, Colonel Diallo. This generous contribution was 
presented at a ceremony organized at the Maison Mili- 
taire. Mr Ibrahima Niang, minister of national educa- 
tion, and Mr Moustapha Cisse, Senegal’s ambassador to 
the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya [Libya], were among those 
present. 
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Dr M. A. Cherif, who headed a small delegation, con- 
veyed greetings of fraternity and peace from the World 
Association of Islam’s Call, which is based in Libya. The 
association’s fundamental goal, as explained by Dr 
Cherif, is to achieve fraternity within the Muslim world, 
in particular, and, in general, to provide humanitarian 
assistance to all human beings. The Worid Association of 
Islam’s Call has already made its work known, as Dr 
Cherif pointe J out, through large-scale accomplishments 
in the areas of culture, education, and social affairs. It 
acts either directly with governments or indirectly 
through United Nations agencies (such as UNESCO 
[UN Educational, Scientific, and Cultural Organization] 
and UNICEF [UN Children’s Fund]) as well as through 
such international organizations as the OAU. 


“The World Association of Islam’s Call appreciates 
Senegal’s effort to expand Islam and the important role it 
plays in the development of Arab culture and principles 
of Islam,” Dr Cherif stated. He also underscored Sene- 
gal’s important role in cooperative relations among the 
Arab-African peoples, with the Libyan Arab Jamahiriya 
in particular. 


“Islam is a religion of compassion,”’ Dr Cherif remarked, 
“and love for one’s neighbor, mutual assistance and 
harmony are among the principles that guide our work in 
behalf of Muslims and all human beings.” 


Dr Cherif expressed the satisfaction he felt at being able 
to present a check for 26 million francs, first having met 
with President Abdou Diouf whom he sees as playing an 
eminent role in the world of Islam. Dr Cherif described 
this gift of support “to aid our Senegalese brotiiers and 
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the Senegalese Government to lighten its task” as a 
humble but fraternal gesture that should be taken as an 
appeal for peace in the subregion and “‘between brothers 
who have no choice but to live together.” [passage 
omitted] 


* Japan Grants 22 Million Yen for Education 


34190368b Dakar LE SOLEIL in French 
25 Aug 89 p 4 


[Text] Japan has made a cultural assistance grant of 22 
million yen (more than 50 million CFA [African Finan- 
cial Community] francs) to Senegal. The memoranda 
relative to this grant were signed yesterday at the min- 
istry of water supply by Minister Samba Yela Diop and 
Japan’s ambassador, Mr Mitsuhei Murata. 


According to Mr Murata, the grant from Japan, through 
which educational television programs will be made 
available, reflects Japan’s desire to contribute to the 
education of Senegal’s young people through quality 
television programs designed to increase their knowledge 
of geography, history, and culture. The ceremony was 
also an opportunity for Japan’s ambassador to reassert 
Japan’s desire to strengthen friendly relations even fur- 
ther between our two countries. 


Mr Samba Yela Diop used this opportunity to praise the 
dynamic nature of cooperation between Japan and Sene- 
gal, particularly in the area of water supply. Noting the 
extent and diversity of Japan’s aid to Senegal, the 
minister of water supply expressed the gratitude of the 
people of Senegal, its government and head of state to 
the people of Japan. 
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